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O appear in the Favour even of 
Merit, impleaded by a powerful 
Party, may be eſteem'd, in prima 
facie, an officious, if not a dan- 
gerous Undertaking. But when the Virtu- 
ous are attack ' d, it is the Buſineſs, ſure, of 
every Man, any thing attach'd to Virtue, to 

offer every Thing agreeable to Truth and 
Reaſon in its Defence. Nor are ſuch gener- 
ous Minds to be aſpers d with the Title of 
Buß- Bodies, or to regard ſuch Cenſures, if 
ſuch ſhould fall to their Lot, as any other 
than the Overflowings of Ignorance, A- 
varice, or Prejudice. If the well-known 
Maxim, which I have made my Motto, be 
allow'd to be true, I ſhall not allow myſelf 
to apprehend, or doubt the favourable "Af. 
pect of the Conſiderate and Unbiaſs d. Self- 
Intereſt or Spleen may then run their largeſt 
Lengths, I ſhall not be under any Terror ſo 
A 2 | long 


Hong as the Honeſt and Unprejudic'd, as 
alone are the Perſons I would addreſs to, 
will declare themſelves in my Favour. In- 
advertencies, | with all fuch, are ſure not to 
be conſtru'd Crimes ; fince even Juſtice pur 
upon the Tenters, by them will ſtand con- 
fels'd more criminal than any Inadvertence 
whatſoever. Every Perſon, actuated by com- 
mon Reaſon, muſt forcibly agree, that one 
Vice, much leſs one Inadvertence, ought 
not, with the Impartial, to be look d upon 
ee to over-balance, even in the Ba- 
lance of the Temple, conſpicuous Virtues 
much more in Number. It was a Queſti- 
on with a Roman Hiſtorian upon one of its 
'Emperors, Whether he abounded moſt in 
Virtues or Vices?. But I dare ſer at Defiance 
even the Bigots of Mammon or Spleen, 
who, I perſuade myſelf, are the only Per- 
ſons I ſhall have to oppoſe me, to prove any 
other Failing upon the Subject of this Apo- 
logerique, as to the Matter in Queſtion, 
than a few Inadvertencies; and, at the ſame 
Time, I dare frankly appeal to the Judici- 
ous, nay even to the Suffrage of his very 
Enemies, if his great good Character in the 
Eye of the World, unleſs they will hook 
into their Aid his excellent Senſe, does not 


_ to be the main Blemiſh, which thoſe 
very 


[5] 


very Enemies of his have been' able to find 
out to lay to the Charge of Sir Robert Sut- 
ton. He is the Gentleman whom, out of 
a real Affection, and Senſe of his Integrity, 
I now appear for: And whatever may be 
the Succeſs, I hold myſelf oblig' d, not in 
Intereſt but good Conſcience, to ſet his un- 
happy Circumſtance in a fair and true 
| Light, that even ſuch as are out of a Capa- 
city of doing it, may wiſh him Juſtice, 
and at the ſame Time be convine'd; char 
what they wiſh 1s nothing unſuitable to 
what is ſtrictly juſt. But in order to make 
this more obvious, I muſt, before I enter 
further into Particulars, let the World into 
ſome Account how the Gentleman was firſt 
unfortunately drawn into this Affair; which 
will lead me, in Courſe, to obſerve his 
Conduct and Behaviour after; and anſwer; 
as I go along, ſuch Objections, as have 
ſeem'd to contribute to the queſtioning his 
Character. In which, (I mean the Objee- 
tions againſt him,) if I am neceſſitated to 
make uſe of Compariſons and Recri- 
minations, I hope the candid Judges will 
excuſe me, tho' I expect to want the Ap- 
probation of ſuch as ſhall find themſelves, 
however unavoidably, affected. I bear no 
Malice to any Man; and to evince as much, 


I 


1 hero promiſe, that Truth, and «true Rea- 
ſon, as far as I am Maſter of it, ſhall be 

my only Guide. 
In the Year, 1725, pretty near the Cloſe 
of it, the Affairs of the Charitable Corpora- 
inn for Relief of induſtrious Poor, by aſ- 
fiſting; them with ſmall Sums,. upon Pledges, 
at legal Intereſt, having long ſeem'd to la- 
bour under a lag Wind, it Was thought ne- 
ceſſary by the then Proprietors to look out 

for ſome freſh Proprietors. or) Subſcribers, 

Perſons of Figure and Subſtance, who might 
give a Spirit and Countenance to the Un- 
dertaking. Among thoſe propos d Sir Ro- 
bert Sutton was pitch'd upon; his known 
great Character and Affluence of Fortune 
being Stars bright enough to direct their 
Obſervation. According to which Reſolu- 
tion, a Pair of Sweetners of that Society 
were detach'd: for the Purpoſe. Sir Robert 
was never look'd upon as an avaritious Per- 
ſon, nor under the leaſt Neceſſity of ſeeking 
out Ways and Means to encreaſe his For- 
tune. And indeed under the Truth of each 
of theſe Characters they found him: For 
after many Baits were offer d from the Con- 
ſiderableneſs of the Perſons concern' d, and 
the vaſt Advantage likely to accrue, and 


the Offer of nominal Shares at half Price, 
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all their Lip-Oratory BM obtain, amount- 
ed to no more than a cool Anſwer; that he 
would conſider of it. But not at all in- 
clin'd to let it reſt on that Foot, ſome Time 
after, when Sir Robert had remov'd with his 
Family to Hammerſmith, the" ſame Perſons 
made a Tour thither, reſolv'd to accoſt him 

again on a new Topick, vis. the Charita- 
bleneſs of the Work (according to the Ti- 


tle of the Charter) in the general Good 


intended to the poorer, but induſtrious Part 


of Mankind. One of the Sweetners was ſo 
ſure of his Succeſs on this Foot, that he 


carry'd down along with him the Transfer 


Book of the Corporation. And indeed in 


that he was not miſtaken: For their Argu- 
ments were ſo plauſible, and back'd with 


ſuch Importunity, that Sir Robert unhap- 
pily ſuffer d himſelf to be prevail'd upon; 
and, before they left him, ſer his Hand to 
the Book as a Subſcriber. No Money was 
at that Time infiſted on; and the they 
had offer d Sir Robert nominal Shares, as 
they call'd them, only 50 J. per Share for 
every Share, when Sir Robert ſome little 


Time after went to Town, 100 /. for every 


Share was demanded, and 500 paid dowh 
accordingly without Heſitation or Objection, 
1 their original Declaration 

and 
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and Offers: Thus enter'd,: Sir Robert attend- 
ed ſoon after à General Court, nd then 
and there declar'd, That as he was wholly 


inconverſant in Accounts, or any Affairs of 
the like Nature; and as the Publick had, 
and might again, exact his more immediate 


Attendance,  altho'- he had enter'd himſelf 
by his Subſcription into che Society, he muſt 
be excus d any Frequency of attending, and 


the moſt he could propoſe to them would. 


therefore be the conſtant Aſſiſtance of his 


good Will and good Wiſhes. However he 
told them he ſhould be the better ſatisfied 
under his own Incapacity and Inutility, ſince 
he found Affairs under the Care and wiſe 


Management of Perſons long at the Head 
of them, and for that Reaſon ſo well quali- 


Hed, that his own Appearance would be 


little neceſſary, and conſequently little miſ- 


ſed. But let Sir Robert be as unuſeful as 


ever he pleas'd in his own Opinion, their 


ovyn Intereſt. drew them to make a better 


Uſe of his Modeſty, (for themſelves I mean,) 
and it was ſtrenuouſly, tho' not officiouſly, 
divulg'd in all Companies, and to all Per- 
ſons, that they had obtain'd the Counte- 
nance and Subſcription of a Perſon of Sir 
Robert's known great and good Character. 
His n which 1 ſhall take a little 

more 
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more Notice of hereafter, have ſince made 


that great and good Character, à Matter of 
great Objection againſt him, and alledge it 
ferv'd to draw in others; and I cannot deny, 
that if it ſhould happen to be allow d a wiſe 
Objection, it may be allow d the only juſt. 
one they ever made; for I queſtion much 
whether all their Characters join'd together 
would have had any like Influence. So dan- 
gerous a Thing is even much Merit when 
truſted in the Hands of the De/igning ! But 
this! brings to my Imagination, another Mo- 


tive for their pitching upon Sir Robert, as a 


Perſon that might do the Corporation the 
higheſt Ser vice. His imagin'd Intereſt at 
Court (where if Merit could have plac'd him, 


their Imagination might have amounted _ 


to Realities,) was a main Spur to their 
Ambition. They were too well fatisfy'd, 


long before they obtain'd his Subſcription, 


that their Society, under the Limitation of 
30,000/. their original Sum, nor their ad- 

ditional Licence to make it up 100,000 /. 
which was obtain'd in 1722, long before Sir 


Nobert ſubſerib'd, could never have it in their 


Power to anſwer the Neceſſities of thoſe, 
whom the Corporation was in its firſt Inſti- 
tution deſign d to relieve and aſſiſt; and con- 
ſequeatly could no way anſwer any reaſon- 
able 


ti co ] 
able End of ſuch as ſhould engage to be 
i} ar the Charge and Trouble of undertaking 
ds the Truſt. And in this, no doubt, they 
1 reaſon d rigbt: For if thoſe call d Pawn- 
I brokers, in and about London and Weſtmin- 
Leer, annually employ above 200, ooo J. to 
eat up and devour the Poor and Neceflitouss 
| ſure a leſs Sum could never be imagin'd 
| ſufficient to ſave, and deliver them out 
1 of the Hands of thoſe Harpies. But with- 
| . out inſiſting upon the Juſtneſs and Vera- 
city of the Calculation, which is in a Man- 
ver foreign to my preſent Purpoſe, I pro- 
| eged. Sir Fobn Meers, Sir Fiſher Tench, Mr. 
Grant, ſince become Sir Archibald, Dennis 
Band, Mr. Gaſcoigne, and Mr. Oaker, were at 
the Head of Affairs when Sir Robert came in; 
Men well known to be Men of Figures, and 
tho' none of 'em more than perſonally known 
do Sir. Rober?, upon his previous Enquiry, 
were allow'd in the Eye of the World to be 
| competent to what they had undertaken. 
Nevertheleſs I muſt obſerve, en paſſant, that 
as little as Sir Robert was converſant in Ac- 
counts, upon his Entry, Affairs were put un- 
der a better Regulation, and its old fleepy 
Methods begin to revive into more ſpirituous 
Models; at which Time (as fays the Report, 
p. 29, the Corporation bogan to enter into 
| full 
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full Buſineſs. Nor was this the only Obliga- 
tion the Corporation had to Sit Robert; for 
having diſcover'd ſome diſ· ingenudus Practi- 
ces in one of the Committee, which might 
have a dangerous Tendency, he us'd all his 
Intereſt, and his Zeal was attended with the 
deſired Effect, and the Party next Election was 
excluded. However, [this oblig'd Sir Robert 
to give more Attendance than he at firſt 
intended, and had ſtipulated againſt: But in 
all his Attendances, I hope to make it evident 
to unprejudic'd Underſtandings, that he was 
Intitely actuated by Probity, and free from 
any Deſign that was ſiniſter or ſelfiſh, And 
if he was impoſed upon by thoſe he confided 
in, the Diſaſter was fo far from being a Sin- 
gularity, that I may appeal to the Experience 
of all Mankind for its Frequency. As a Proof 
of his Probity, I ſhall beg Leave to inſtance 
one or two Particulars of Perſons, who ac- 
cording to a Vote of the Committee had for- 
feited their Shares by Non- payment of their 
Calls, ſome of which were allotted do Sir 
Nobert, who upon an After- application of 
* ſeveral Parties, teturn'd theit Shares with: 

any Advantage for the Payment of their 
Calls: Tho' I am very fenfible (and fo wete 
ſothe others that are now ſneaking Oppugn- 
er,) that this was a generous Precedent, not 
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[ 12] 
followed by others of his fellow Committee- 
Men. But this Inſtance is but one of many 
I ſhall have Occaſion to mention, as I trace 
his ſpture Attendances at their Committees; 
in doing which, if for want of original Au- 
thorities I take mine from the Report itſelf, 
printed by Order of the Houſe of Commons, 
I hope, for his own ſake, no Man will be 
fund ſo hardy as not to allow em au. 
thentick, __ 
And firſt of all, that Report i in ir Rober⸗ 
Sutton s own Examination (p. 74.) (to which 
In muſt crave Leave to refer my candid Peruſer, 
to avoid Prolixity and ſome what elſe) ad- 
mits of what I have offer'd- as to his Stipu- 
lation for Non- attendance. But leſt it ſhould 
be objected to, as only an iþ/e dixit, I will 
Take the Liberty to offer, what in their Opi- 
nion may be of more Weight, and which at 
all Events they cannot oppoſe, in an Appeal 
for the Truth thereof to the Committee 
themſelves then acting. Humbly offering 
however to the Conſideration of every un- 
prejudic d Perſon, that in our higheſt Courts 
of Judicature, tho a Man's own Oath will 
not make him innocent, or prove the Fag, 
vet ſo great a Deference was ever paid 20 
Character, that every Thing averr'd ſhall he 
,of Wesens ill invalidated by the Evidence 
of 


- 
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of Perſons | of equal Credit. And if Sir 


Roberts Declaration on his Examination 


upon Oath may be allow'd the ſame fair 
Quarter, I fear not to ſet his Affair in ſo 


bright a Light, as even to make his Enemies 
aſham'd' that they 'wiſh'd him criminal. But 


1 hope I may with Impunity obſerve, by 
the by, that Hurry from a Multiplicity of 
Affairs has not unfrequently been the Oc- 
caſion of Mens paſſing wrong Judgments. 
Even in our Courts of Juſtice, ſome have 


found themſelves in Danger of being ha- 


rangu' d out of their Eſtates, and Lives too, 


till a Re-hearing has corrected the firſt dan- 


gerous Error; when by laying Things coolly 


together, and comparing and digeſting the 


Evidence, the Judge and Jury have found 
themſelves ſet to rights, to the Relief of the 


Party likely to be injur'd. And if my Lei- 


ſure may be ſacrificd to the Redreſs or Pre- 


vention of any like Inconvenience, Men of 
Reaſon will not only pardon the Attempt, 


| but wiſh, what is my only Aim, Juſtice may 


be done to the Aggriev'd, in the Succeſs of 
ſuch honeſt Endeavours. | 

Having digre(s'd thus W on Sir Ro- 
bert's Examination, I ſhall leave it on the 
Foot it ſtands in the Report itſelf, and go 
back to p. 29, where I muſt crave Leave to 
$754 obſerve, 
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obſerve, becauſe I may have Occaſion to 
make uſe of it hereafter; that juſt after that 
Paragraph, which puts the Corporation into 
full Buſineſs, there is this other very ma- 
terial one; That by a General Court of the 2d 
of November 1725, the Powers eſtabliſh'd in 
the ſaid Court by Charter to chooſe Officers, 
and to perform all other Matters relating to 
rbe Corporation, were devolv'd on the (m- 
mittee; whereas in the Page following, near 
the Bottom of it, it is ſaid a Committee of 
Accounts was eſtabliſh'd without the Know- 
ledge or Approbation of a General Court. 
But as it is not my Intention to inter- 
meddle with any Thing that does not im- 
mediately concern Sir Nobert, I will leave 
the Reconcilement of thoſe two Paragraphs 
to the Labour of ſuch as may ſtand in need 
of em, and proceed to p. 31. 

In which begins the State of the Fund of 
the Corporation. Whereupon I crave Leave 
only to take Notice, that to the Year 1725, 
the Stock was merely Nominal. However, 
if the Honourable Examiners had been 
pleas'd to have ask'd the Original Proprietor 
proper Queſtions, he could not only have 
reſoly'd, why they found no Account Books, 
but how the Debts came to amount to the 
Sum of 5,000/, and why there ſtated as Mo- 
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ney paid into the Fund. And perhaps ſuch 
Enquiries might have led them into the 
Satisfaction, that till the latter End of that 
Year, when Sir Rabert was unfortunately 
prevail'd on to enter, their whole Manage- 
ment was nominal as well as their Stock · 
But having acquir'd his Subſcription, his 
Capacity, as well as his Character, enabled 
them not only to make Calls within them- 
ſelves, but to call in others, who till then, 
might have no very good Opinion of their 
Foundation. To corroborate this Imagina- 
tion, we find in November 1725, (ſoon after 
Sir Robert was enter d) 2 1, 900 J. paid in upon 
Calls, a Sum they had never ſeen before; 
and 1 ſuppoſe (for let his Enemies make 
what Uſe of it they pleaſe, I dare grant it) 
his Example might be of great Emolument 
to the Succeſs. Again in Ocfober 1726, ano- 
ther Call was made, and 11,908 J. 155. was 
paid in; and on or before the 28th of 
March 1927, was paid in the further Sum 
of 10,2917. 55. and ſo on, to the compleat- 
ing the 100,000 J. their then Capital. 
Upon this, doubtleſs, it was, that the Pro- 

prietors ſenfible, for the Reaſons hinted at 
before, that their Fund was yet too ſhort 
to anfwer the Exigencies of the Neceſſitous, 
provail'd upon Sir Robert to make uſe of his 


Intereſt 


[x6 J 
Intereſt for the Enlargement of their Fund 
in the Year 1728. He confeſſes as much in 
his Examination; and very plainly and ſpe- 
cifically ſets forth the Grounds and Motives 
he went upon. And ſure the ſubſequent 
Reſolution of the General Court held the 11th 


of March following, (as in p. 33.) muſt be 


deem'd ſufficient to juſtify the Action, and 


aſſert the Merit. For whatever Uſe others 


might intend, or make of it, he had no ſiniſter 
Ends; unleſs, (which ſure would be ſevere, if 


not unfair,) his giving Orders to his Agent 


Mr. Lamb, juſt on his going abroad, to pur- 


chaſe a Number of Shares for him at-the 


Market Price, ſhould be ſo miſ-interpreted.' 
He gave the ſame Orders for a leſſer Num- 
ber to Thompſon, of whoſe Integrity he had 
then no Queſtion ; but 'to both without any 
Limitation of Time. And I would here 


only ask the moſt inveterate of his Ma- 


ligners, Which of 'em would not have done _ 


the ſame? Or what fair and honeſt Man 


can arraign the Juſtice of the Proceeding ? 
But to give it ſomewhat of a Face, I know. 
it has been objected that he fold out at a 


higher Price; and where had been the Crime, 


if ee. Would not a Repetition of the 
fame Queries upon the Objectious ſtifle the 


ObjeRions? And Queſtions are often allow'd 
| in 
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in Logick, to be the beſt Anſwers to invidious 
Queriſts. Bur to quaſh all Clamour, I will 
ſer the Fact in a faithful Light and if I 
am rightly inform'd, (as I have very good 
reaſon to believe I am, ) Sir Robert never 
ſold out any of thoſe Shares ont of pure 
Lucre, but Neceſity. He could not other- 
wiſe have made his Payments duly ( as. was 
ever his known Uſage ). on the Shares, that 
_ ſtill remain'd in his Hands: And as a Proof 
of what I have alledg d, over and above 
the Amount of the Shares ſo parted with 
for that Purpoſe, he was oblig d to part 
with an Annuity of eight or nine hundred 
Pounds, to complear the requiſite Sum for 
his Payments on the Shares remaining; 
which no Man would have done, that could 
have prevail d upon himſelf to have given 
a Preference to Intereſt before Honour: 
But tho others might, and perhaps did, 
take other Courſes, Sir Roberi hated clan- 
deſtine Things, and ſcorn'd a mean one. As 
to the laſt Licence of July 1730, his Ex- 
amination gives ſo candid an Account of it, 
that mult ſtop even the Mouth of Cavil it- 
ſelf; as to him I mean; for the Cavillers, if 
there ſhould happen to be any, muſt ima- 
gine Sir Robert to be as impudent as them- 
ſelves, to affert for Truths, what would be 


- on 
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in the Power of almoſt any inquiſitive Pers 
ſon to confute; | 

This is all 1 ſhall offer on that Head. | 
And if, in my future Obſervations, 1 omit 
taking Notice of many, or moſt, of the Com- 
mittees referr'd'ro in the Report, (which is 
my main Authority) where Sir Robert was 
not preſent, I do it upon the Sanction of his 
e r Stipulation, That other Affairs call'd 

im for other Attendance; and therefore, 
I ſhall be allow od a proper Ergo. Only ob- | 
ferving, en paſſant, that Sir Robert was not 
preſent at *any of 'the Courts where the 
Checques were taken off; tho' others were 
ſo, who would prop up their own Integrity 
dy arraigning his; the common Reſource of 
Guilt or Puſillanimity. 

I ſhall on that Confidetation paſs over 
ſome Committees recited, and proceed to 

p. 38. Where 1 find Sir Robert f in a Com- 
mittee cenſur d for paſſing an Order, that 
was one of the great Sources from which 
their Loſſes aroſe; viz. That all Borrowers 
might negotiate their Buſineſs with this 
Corporation, either by themſelves, or ſuch 

Brokers as they think proper. An Order, 
chat might reaſonably ſerve the Brokers for 
a Jeſt, as. giving them nothing but what 
was not in the Power of the Corporation 

to 
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to deny em. However, tho all Mankind 
ſhould agree with the Honourable Cenſure, 
Sir Robert might be neither criminal or cul- 
pable, unleſs he is to be accumulated with 
other People's Abuſes; and then what Mor- 
tal can act ſafely in any publick Concern? 
From his Inconverſation in Matters of that 
Nature (for I never heard it once laid to 
his Charge, that he much viſited Change- 
Alley as a Stock- Jobber) might he not fairly 
be ſuppos d to be without the leaſt Notion 

of any ſuch dangerous Tendency ? Or, ſince 
it is apparent he never did, or perhaps never 
could, reap any Advantage from it, muſt 
he ſtand condemned for want of Preſcience? 
Or will they make his Integrity the Mar- 
tyr of Inadvertency? If I may be allo d 
to ſpeak my Mind freely, I would ſay, what- 
ever the Event, Not barely Sir Robert, but 
moſt of that Committee, might, before an 
honeſt Jury, ſtand acquitted of any Thing 
but Malice prepenſe to thetnſelves. A bad 
Uſe of it might be made, and, no doubt, 
there was ſo; yet as I believe none of em 
pretended to the Gift of Preſcience, none 
but thoſe in the Secret could foreſee any 
ſuch Thing. And if they got nothing, but 
on the contrary were ſure to be Loſers by 

ſuch an Order, L leave it to their Adverſaries, 


C2 whether 
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Whether they ought not to be voted as Ideots, 
rather than undergo the Mulct of Criminak. 
Sure I am, the very ſubſequent Order, in the 
Report I mean, of the 28th of Fuly 1727, 
5 Vas of a more dangerous Tendency, in giv- 
ing ſuch cxtenſive Powers to a ſingle Per- 
ſon who was a diligent Actor in every Part 
af their Tragedy: And yet Sir Robert was 
not there, nor is the Order itſelf cenſur das 
the other; tho more within the Sphere of 
human Knowledge and Fore-ſight. 
As. to the ſeveral following Examinations, 
to p. 46, Nothing, in any of em, appearing 
to affect Sir Robert, I ſhall paſs em in Silence, 
And the five ſubſequent Committees, men- 
tion'd, in that and the next Page, were 
before he had ſubſcrib'd; wherefore, was 
any thing then. tranſacted at all queſtion- | 
able, Sir Robert ſhould not, in common 
Equity, be deem'd reſponſible. Nor ſhould 
I mention the Contract with Jones, which 
ſome of the Proprietors have not fail'd to 
flouriſh upon, were IL not well aſſur'd that 
Sir Robert was ſo far from being privy to 
the 8 of it, that ſo ſoon as it arriv'd 
to his Knowledge, it ſo diſguſted him as to 
make him complain of it to ſome of the 
Committee, who the next Election, exclud- 
. Tank Cominzor-man, * among other 
ä dißn. 
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diſingenuous Practices, detrimental to the 
Corporation, had been the greateſt / Abettor 
and Promoter of it; and accordingly be was 
excluded the next Election. OP 

At a Court of Committee held the 18th 
of November, 172 (as in p. 49) Sir Robert 
was Chair-man. Where and when were 
paſs d two excellent Orders for the Regula- 
tion of the Corporation. But as they are 
barely mention'd, without either Praiſe or 
Diſpraiſe, I ſhall leave em on the Foot I 
found em. But ſurely I ought to reckon 
myſelf blame - worthy, ſhould I omit to take 
Notice of what Mr. Wainrigbt declares in 
the Page following. When being examin'd 
as to the Notes ifſu'd or prepar'd for that 
| Purpoſe, altho* he confeſſes, that he had 
heard Sir Robert Sutton, and others of the 
Committee, ſay, That the ſaid Notes were 
fill'd up by the Conſent of the Committee, 
(tho', as he ſays juſt before, he believes they 
were never ifſu'd;) ſo being nicely interro- 
. gared after, if Sir Robert Sutton was preſent 
when the ſaid Notes were fill'd up, he made 
Anſwer, That he was certain Sir Robert was 
not preſent: But he has heard Sir Robert 
Sutton declare, that be, Captain Molefworth, 
and others, were preſent when the ſaid Notes 
were burnt ; j all which 1 leave with the 


ſharpeſt 
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ſharpeſt of Sir Robert's Enemies, to make 
what uU of it they pleaſe. The like Free- 
dom they may take with the following 
Tranſaction of Mr. Torriano, who very pru- 
dently ſent the Key, with a Letter to Sir 
Robert Sutton, intimating his Diſſatisfaction, 
and the Reaſons of his taking that Method. 
And what I pray did Sir Robert? Why truly 
he deliver d both Letter and Key to the Board, 
who order d the Key to the Squire; which was 
no more, nor leſs, than he ought to have done, 
let Mr. Torriaus's Reaſons be never fo ſtrong 
and convincing. But if an ill Conſtruction 
ſhould be made of that Piece of Obedience, 
1 will only deſire my candid Peruſer to turn 
to p. 52, of the Report, and obſerve who 
were preſent as Committee men or Aſſiſ- 
tants, becauſe I may have an Occaſion to 
make further Obſervations upon it, which 
may be very inſtructive hereafter. 

The next Thing that falls under Enquiry, 
is the Debt of 44, 400 J, ariſing by Bonds. 
Upon which I muſt crave Leave to obſerve, | 
Firft, That the Treaty with the York- 
Company was before Sir Robert's Entrance. 
Secondly, That of fix ſeveral Committees i in 
which chat Affair was tranſacted and car- 
ry d on, 1 find Sir Robert preſent but at one, 
and Fat N Ait. And ſure the Rene 
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and Prkcedent of Wig preceding Commit: 
tees ( ſetting aſide the Confidence Sir Robert 


had been wrought up to, as to the Ability 


of the Managers) will be allow'd Excuſe 


ſufficient; eſpecially, as ſome of his invidious 


Inſinuators, (for I dare hardly allow em 
the Title of Evidences) had honour'd that 
and moſt of the other with their Company. 
Which is all I ſhall ſay at prefent on that 


Head, ſaving, that in that Committee where 


Sir Robert was preſent (as in all others) there 


was a qualifying Number of Committee- . 
men and Aſſiſtants. Nor do the follow- 


ing Examinations upon this Affair in any 
Manner affect Sir Nobert; and therefore I 
proceed to the next Enquiry, as to the Di- 
vidends. 

And here again, of nine Cahittges for 
that Purpoſe, 1 find Sir Robert only at a 
ſingle one, which was held on the 24th of 
March 1727. And I am very well inform'd, 
he had not attended hat (cho a qualify'd 
Committee ) had it Not, been invincibly ne- 
ceſſary to qualify, himſelf to act (as, Oeca- 


ſion might call) by raking the Oaths re- 


quir'd; Buſineſs, or Sickneſs, having oblig d 
him to make Uſe of his Liberty firſt ſti- 
pulated, for three Months e Vet in 
thoſe nine Committees, I find again ſome 


of 
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of bis inſidious Inſinuators to have been 
preſent at either three, five, or more of thoſe 
Committees. Perhaps they may urge in 
their own Favour, that they ſat there only 
as Cyphers: Put their malicious Inſinuati- 
ons on the ſame F ooting, and we are ſatiſ- 
. 1y'd, However the Uſe I ſhall make of this 

recriminative Obſervation, will be more ob- 
vious and excuſable, when I come. to exa- 
mine upon their particular Examinations. 
In the mean, time I craye Leave to offer 
further before I quit this Head, That if the 
Aſſiſtants, who were all Members of the 
Committee of Accounts, (to whom therefore 
it was left. to examine the Books, and make 
the Report on which the Dividend was to 
be founded,) reported wrong, and ſaid more 
than they had ever doue, I. ſubmit it to the 
| Unprejudic' d, whether every Perſon, not pre- 
{ent at the Committee of Accounts, ought 
not in Equity and good Conſcience to be 
| dbſolv'd of the iniquitous Conſequences, un- 
leſs a Privity could be prov d upon em. 

And now come to the main Polnt, The 
Confeſſions of the ſeveral Perſons examin'd 
before the Honourable Committee of the 
Houſe of Commons ; from which, if from 
any Thing, we may ropole to find thoſe 


Particulars, on which the Charge Wi 
3 | Sik 
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Sir Robert Sutton is to be founded and ſup⸗ 
Parade 
And, Firft, Mr. John Venables declares, 
That being told by Mr. Wainright, then 
- Caſhier for the Corporation, that it was 
his Duty (which Duty, I imagine, was ground- 
ed on ſome previous Order ) to make. out 
an Account half-yearly, in order to declare 
a Dividend; and the faid Wainrigbt giving 
him Inſtructions for that Purpoſe ; he made 
a Calculation accordingly: And proceeds to 
ſhew the Methods of it. Burt the Reſult of 
all ending in Doubts within himſelf, as to 
the Juſtneſs of his Calculation, he went to 
offer the ſame to a Committee, OFober, 173 1, 
But the Court and Committee being up, 
he met there Mr. Molefworth and Mr. Beak, 
to whom he communicated the Account, 
and his own Apprehenſions. Let me here, 
by the way, have Leave to remark, that Sir 
Robert was not preſent at that Committee. 
The next Morning (as he goes on, ) Mr. Mole/: 
worth and Sir Robert Sutton came before Ten, 
to the Office in the City; and Sir Robert 
Sutton went to Thomſon to enquire into the 
Affair. After all which, he adds, That he 
| believes Sir Robert Sutton's and Mr. Moleſ- 
worth's Earneſtneſs with Thomſon to cleat up 
this Matter, was the Occafion of his going 
651 D away, 
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away. But ſure no Man in his Senſes can 
offer, that the Conſequences could make 
either of em criminal or Accomplices ; ſince, 
if privy, even then, to Thomſor's Intentions, 
or Circumſtances, in my poor Opinion, they 
acted ſomewhat beneath the Characters of 


Mad-men. 

The next comes Mr. Feremiah V. ainright : ; 
Who ſays, That he apprehends, the Corpo- 
Tation never divided more than the real 
Profits, ſuppoſing all the Pledges to be good: 
But the Committee have ſometimes declar'd 
the Dividend before the Account has been 


made out. But he does not pretend to ſay, 
that that ſingle Committee at which Sir 


Robert was preſent, was one of thoſe ſome- 
times. A little further he ſays, tho' I can- 
not ſee to what Purpoſe, that he has heard 
Thomſon frequently declare, That when he 
came firſt into the Office, Sir Robert Sutton 
promis'd him that he ſhould have a Salary 
of 400 l. per Ann, That he, the Exami- 
nant, apprehended (alias ſurmis'd, for the 
Nature of the Thing will not allow it to 
amount to more) leſt that Salary ſhould 
' ſeem too great; and that it might be made 
up to him ſome other Way, they ſuffer'd 
him to keep Part of the Money ariſing by 
Sales in his Hands. By which latter, they, 
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the Examinant makes the Promiſe of Sir 
Robert, if there ever was ſuch Promiſe, to 
be an Act of the whole Committee and Aſ- 
ſiſtants too. But grant it to be a peculiar 
Promiſe of Sir Robert's; I cannot ſee how 
it can, by any unbiaſs'd Perſon, be conſtru'd 
to his Diſadvantage. All it can prove, will 
amount to no more than that Sir Robert 
once had a better Opinion of Fohn Thomſon, 
than John Thomſen deſerv d. And which of 
all, either Committee-men, Aſſiſtants, or Pro- 
prietors, dare ſay they had not? If Miſtakes 
in our Opinions of Mankind were to be 
criminal, Jealouſy, Sceptieiſm, and Unchari- 
tableneſs would become predominant Prin- 
ciples; and Mabometaniſin, on that Score, 
might claim the Preference of Chriſtianity, 
which obliges its Followers to the moſt fa- 
vourable Opinion in dubious Caſes. 

As to the two following Obſervations, Iſhall 
only deſire my Peruſer will give himſelf the 
Trouble of recollecting the Reſolution of 
a General Court, in p. 29, which I here- 
tofore referr'd him to: And as Sir Robert's 
Orders to Mr. Lamb, as they ſtand in the 
Report itſelf, p. 60, were deliver'd out in 
April 1728, long before the Date of 'the 
ſecond Licenſe; and as Sir Robert himſelf 
was in Parts beyond Sea, whence he did 
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not return till October following, Nothing 
clandeſtin or ſiniſter can be laid to his 
Charge ſo far. And if he after ſold out 
any of his Shares towards paying in his 
Calls on the third Licenſe, it has been ſpoke 
to already, ſufficiently, I | imagine, to exclude 
him of either Avarice or ſiniſter Ends. 

. Mr, Higgss next Examination not men- 
tioning Sir Robert Sutton, and. chiefly relating 
to Burroughs and his great Friend Sir Jobn 
Meers's ſelling out a great Number of Shares, 
will not at all exact our Notice. And there- 
fore J proceed to another Examination of 
Mr. Wainrigbt, in which there is No- 


thing affects our preſent Cauſe, but chat Sir 


Robert Sutton appointed Mr. Lamb his Truſ- 
tee ; Whoſe Examination I thall e 
next touch upon. 

But Mr. Lemd's Examination — 
ſome Meaſure, been inevitably anticipated, 
I ſhall be the ſhorter upon it, and remark 
further, That he had his Orders from Sir 
Robert Sultan, for buying the Shares men- 
tion d, about the 5th of April 1728, which 
was be fore the ſecond Licenſe was peticion'd 
for ; between which and the 17th of June 
following, he ſays, he had purchas'd; 1,250. 
Shares, which were transferr'd to him in Truſt: 
for Sir Robert, who was at that Time out 

of 
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of England. What Time Thomſon purchas'd 
his order'd Shares, (viz. 2 or 300) appears 
not here. However as Sir Robert's Orders, 
by Mr. Lamb to Thomſen, were given juſt 
before Sir Robert's leaving the Kingdom, and. 
without any Limitation as to Price or Time, 
it will ſufficiently obviate an invidious In- 


{inuation in Leafs next Examination, which 


(Warren's, that intervenes; not mentioning 


Sir Robert's Name) I now go önrn. 


Leafe ſays indeed, That in Juby 728; 
Ne 4 and 5 bought conſiderable Quanti- 


ties of Shares, and chat Sir Robert Sutton 


had Part of em. As 1 1 ſaid before, Sir Robert 
was at that Time out of the Kingdom: 
Nevertheleſs as he had given previous Or- 
ders by Mr. Lamb to Thomſon to purchaſs 
Shares, ſome. of thoſe Shares purchas d by 
Ne 4 and 5; might be in Purſuauce of thoſe 
Orders, and dehver'd accordingly. But all 
this, with Submiſſion, is more than Leaf 
could depoſe: For he does not ſay, to war- 
rant it, that Thomſon told him as much; 
and I am ſure it does not appear in Thom-' 
ſon's own Liſt, nor in the corroborating En- 
try in Nꝰ 11 of the Appendix, to which 
the Publick is referr'd by the Committee. 
But in a future Examination my Peruſer 
* find the whole Nadie reſoly'd; and 

that 
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chat thoſe Shares ſo poſitively hinted at by | 
Leafe as deliver d to Sir Robert, were only 
Part of the Shares purchas d by Sir Ar. 
Grant, for Sir Thomas Robinſon, which Sir | 
Robert as a Truſtee paid for. 

Tbomſon's Letters come next under — 
ties Previous to which however I 
muſt, with the utmoſt Deference, obſerve, 
That it is a Charge upon the Committee 
and Aſſiſtants of the Charitable Corpora 
tion, that they had Reaſons to be appre- 
henſive of the ill State of their Affairs, 
five Months before Thomſon: and Robinjor 
_ withdrew: Which if Fact, in my humble! 
Opinion, a Coroner's Jury ought; to have 
been empannell'd upon em. who, upon 
Proof, would certainly have brought em all 

in Felons de ſe. without benefit of Lunacy, 
= ſav d the Expence and Trouble of any 
other Proſecution. But, as Luck will have 
it, 7 bomſon's firſt Letter to Wainright, printed 
at large in p. 62, of the Report, may hap- 
Xen to prove an Amulet. The Words moſt 
remarkable. are, firſt, Thoſe which ſpeak 
of a dreadful Secret: Therefore, I pre- 
ſume, not known to many of the Commit- 
tee or Aſſiſtants; otherwiſe, according to the 
known Maxim, it muſt ceaſe to be a Secret; 
* fern, thoſe other, It has kill'd one 
al- 
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already, and it will kill me too, tho” I avas 
not the Inſtrument or Cauſe. -- When he 


comes to his proper Station at Tyburn, 
ſome Regard may be had to his Laſt dying 
Speech and Confeſſion: But ſure to make 
a vile Fellow's. windy Aſſertions, Matter of 
Accuſation againſt Men of Character, and 
ſome of em, it is to be hop'd, honeſt Men, 
would be a putting Evidence and Equity too 


upon the ſtrongeſt, as well as ſtrangeſt, 


Tenters. But as neither that, nor any other 


of his following Letters, take the leaſt No- 


tice of Sir Robert in particular, but ſeem, 
in the main, to be calculated for the carry- 
ing on a continu'd Scene of Villainy, I ſhall 
only take the Freedom to make this fair De- 
duction : That Thomſon himſelf had no Opi- 
nion of his having any great Intereſt in Sir 
Robert, or to hope for any great Favours 
from him. And fo indeed it will plainly 
appear in the Sequel, from Sir Robert's un- 
parallel'd Zeal, and indefatigable Pains to 
detect and ſecure him, and bis Accomplics 
Robinſon. 


As to what Wainright, Leaf, Richardſon, 
and Ray, ſay in their ſeveral following Infor- 


mations, Nothing relates to Sir Robert Sutton, 


and therefore I paſs em over. Nor, in my 
humble Opinion, can that general Obſerva- 


tion, 
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tion, „ That the Perſons entruſted with 
e the Management of the Affairs of the Cor- 
«poration, had Nothing in their View but 
«© to enhance the Prices of their Shares, 
affect Sir Robert's Character, till it be prov'd 
that he was one thar did ſo by indirect 
Means; which, if I am not — wall 
. be till Latter-Lammas. 

Now let us hear what the worthy ares | 
bey Higgs ſays, who was one of thoſe that 
firſt drew the Gentleman into this unfor- 
tunate Affair. In the Vears 1725 and 1726, 
ſays he, divers Courts of Committee were 
held, to conſult the opening Houſes to 
lend Money upon Pledges; that he, Sir 
Robert Sutton at the firſt, Sir Fobn Meers 
and Mr. Gaſcoigne all along, were for keep- 
ing to the Intent of their Charter in lend- 
ing Moncy in ſmall Sums to the Poor. Sir 
Fobn Meers is doubtleſs much oblig'd to the 
Informant more Ways than one: But was 
i not Pity that the Committee, before whom 
he then was, never thought of asking him 
to explain himſelf as to that fly Infinuation 
vpon Sir Robert Sutton? If I might have 
Leave to amend his Bill for him, it ſhould 
run thus; That Sir Robert Sutton had a bet- 
ter Opinion of him at firſt, than he found 
| 125 t to have on better Acquaintance: 
Or 
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Or thus, that Sir Nobert Sutton was over- 


perſuaded by the Knight of his Boſom, and 
ſome others of the Committee and Aſſiſtants, 
that he would find him a troubleſome, whim- 


fical Opiniaſtre; and therefore thought it 


no Way proper, ſo readily to come into all 
his latter Meaſures as he had formerly done. 


For which very good Reaſon, when at the 
Beginning of the laſt Seſſion of Parliament, 
or ſome little Time before, Higgs propos d 


to Sir Robert the Advance of 5, ooo l. to 
ſtop all Clamours, he did not approve of 
the Emplaſtrum; but rather choſe to ſtand 


and fall by his own Integrity, than to em- 


barraſs himſelf with the new Chimeras 
of one that he found had embroyl'd him 
ſo much before. Let him chooſe any, or 
all, of theſe (and all are true,) and, as I 
ſaid at firft, it can carry no other than the 
Face of a ſly Inſinuation: Too ſly, and too 
malicious, to deſerve the Regard of any Man 
of common Temper, or moderate Conſi- 
deration. 
It is true, Sir Robert Sutton is mention'd 
in the firſt Paragraph of Sir Jobn Meers's 
next Examination, as being found at Pontac's . 
with Sir Archibald Grant; but no Time 
in the Morning being mention'd, I hope, 
for Sir Roberts Health's fake, it was at none 
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of the Hours of a Club War, --- and bur | 


little of the Company. He there tells us, 
That Sir Archibald Grant, in Sir Robert's 


Company, diſſuaded him from ſelling ; and 
told him, Shares would riſe, What then, 
I pray? Sure, the Gentleman Examinant 


Would think it very hard to be made 


guilty on ſuch Evidence. But, to ſhew his 


- admirable Skill in Face-painting, he draws. 


Sir Robert in an Attitude, fo very inartifi- 
cially, that one would almoſt. be tempted 
to aver he fat to himſelf. In the Para- 
graph following, his Character is aimd at; 
but without the leaſt handſome Likeneſs, | 


and with an Emphajis too, that appears a 
little diſtant from Probability, if not Reality. 


« Sometime after the Beginning of the laſt 


« Seſſion of Parliament, ſays the Exami- 


« nant, diſcourſing with Sir Robert Sutton, 
« at Sir Robert Sutton's Houſe, about the 
cc large Sums, as he had been inform'd, were 
« .in Robinſon's Hands, which he heard was 
« between 40 and $0,000 J. Sir Robert 
« made {light of it; and ſaid, he beliey'd 
« jt might be 10 or 12,000/. for which 
« Robinſon had given good Security.” To 
all which I ſhall offer; that in the fr/ 
Place, by ſome other Examinations, it ap- 


n. chat Robinſon had not then given 
Se- 
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Security for \12,000 J. Sir Robert made him 
give the Corporation that Security, but it 
was ſometime after before they conceiv'd any 
Jealouſy. And if Sir John will take upon 
him to diſprove Sir Robert's Belief, Reaſon 
will lead us to the Side of the latter, becauſe 
it was about that Sum the Eſtate made over 
did ſecure. And whoever will peruſe what 
Sir Robert Sutton's Examination ſays on this 
Head, without the Trouble of Comparifon 
of Characters, will be able, without more 
ado, to lay the Saddle right; eſpecially tak- 
ing in what Sir Robert, with reaſon, ſays, 


That if Sir John had talk'd to him after 


that Rate, he muſt have been alarm'd, and 


Sir John muſt have been ſo likewiſe, they 
both being largely concern d. But if we 
were to compare one Part of the Behavi- 


our of each, it will evince the Probability 
of the Whole. One of em did reſign back 
forfeited Shares without taking Advantages; 
the other never yet did: -- Which, I think, 
muſt carry a concluſive Ergo on the right 


Side. In ſhort, the Evidence of this laſt 


Pair of Examinants ſeems to have been le- 


yell'd at Sir Robert's Humanity, It looks as 


if they had concerted to provoke him to 


abandon, with them, thoſe Chriſtian Quali- 


ties, of ſpeaking ill of no Man, and believing 
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the beſt of all: But he has diſappointed them, 


And yer, as much as they act in Concert 
here, if I am not wofully mifinform'd, the 
Court of Chancery owns them, I mean the 
Pair of laſt mention'd Examinants, Plaintiff 
and Defendant in a Cauſe not very mich to 
the Credit of either. But perhaps Herod 
and Pontius Pilate are become Friends. 

David Avery's next Examination ſeems, in 
| Thomſen's Words, „only to lay out a Scheme 
* of what a Corporation ſettled by Parliament 
« may do.” But being nothing to my Purpoſe, 
I leave that to the Conſideration of others; 
and pals over that, together with Sir John 
Meers's next ſhort Declaration, as little 
to our Purpoſe as that. After-Thoughtts, 
even upon a Death-Bed, ſeldom afford any 
ſolid Conſolation. And whoever will take 

upon him the Trouble of Enquiring, I will 
- be bold to fay, he will find Sir Robert Sutton 
leſs a Viſitor of Exchange-Alley than any of 
the Committee or Aſſiſtants, or all his exa- 
minant Oppugners whatſoever. 

And now, as Bayes in the Play fays, the 
Plot begins to thicken ; or rather, if we may 
quote a more material Authority, we begin 
to enter into full Buſineſs. For which Rea- 
ſon, I muſt beg my Peruſer's Pardon, if my 
Particularity on ſome eſſential Points now 

and 
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and then enlarge his Trouble. However, 1 
promiſe him, I will uſe my beſt Endeavours; 


chat he hall not fleep as he r —_ 


with me. 

The next Rama m lth upon him 
the Title of a conſiderable Proprietor, (I ima- 
vine, to give a greater Luſtre to his Evi- 
dence) begins with an Aſſurance, That 
« he had the September before, about the 
= Beginning of it, a Miſtruſt that the Cor- 
« poration was not in a good Condition ;” 
all which, without any Impeachment upon 
his Fore- ſight, may be granted him: Becauſe 
I believe every Aſſiſtant, tho not many of 
'em had any Fear of Thomſon or Robinſon's 
running away, had, about that Time, ſome- 
what of the like Apprehenſions. But not 
to put the Cart afore the Horſe, I muſt 
poftpone his Conference with Mr. Beak, and 
conſider what he ſays as to Sir Robert Sutton, 
which being prior in him, requires our pre- 
vious Conſideration. This may in prime 


Facie appear of little Moment; and yet, if 


laid open, may better manifeſt the Malice 
of the Deſign. Confuſion of Dates muſt 


Nr confound Facts and Circumſtan- 


: I hope therefore I ſhall have his Par- 
2 if I endeavour to put his Evidence in- 
to Method. 
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About May then, ſays the Examinant, 
« I apply d to Sir Archibald Grant for an 
« Hiſtory of the Corporation.” I never 
heard of any ſuch Hiſtory; and therefore 


leaving his Hiſtory, Sir Archibald, and him 


together, I proceed to that Part which re- 
lates to Sir Robert Sutton; where he explains, 
I ſuppoſe, his former Meaning. Upon his 
« Diſſatisfaction with Sir Archibald (the 

« Examinant ſays) in the Beginning of June 
&« laſt, he apply'd to Sir Robert Sutton, and 
« deſir d to know of him the State of the 
« Corporation; and in caſe he could give 

« Encouragement, he ( the Examinant ) 
« would buy conſiderably.” If I miſtake 
not, this May he ſpeaks of was the May 
after the fr/# Petition in Parliament againſt 
the Corporation. But the Examinant goes 
on, © Who inform'd the Examinant he 
« was very ſafe, and that their Capital was 


* worth 5 I. per Share, and 1, 400 J. Profits 
< on their whole Capital. And Sir Robert 


« aſking the Examinant, what Price he 
« could buy Shares at, the Examinant re- 
« ply'd 51. 159. upon which (continues he) 
« Sir Robert lift up his Hands, with great 
% Admiration, and ſaid they were prodigi- 
« ouscheap.” Here is a Story well cook d 
up ; bur we ſhall ſee, by and by, whether 


the 


£391 


the Cook had lick'd his Fingers to taſte his 

Sauce. And, in the firſt Place, to all this 
Particularity (for I need not fore-ſtall the 
Market, and call it Invention) What Pity 
was it, that his Examiners were not a little 
more parcicular, in aſking him -the Place 
of this Converſation between. Sir Robert and 
him! However, upon Enquiry, his own 
Mouth has fatisfy'd the World it was at Sir 
Robert's own Houſe: Which gave me the 
Curioſity of a further Enquiry ; the Reſult 
of which was, That he never but once ſaw r 
Sir Robert at his own Houſe; at which 
Time, Sir Robert being going out, he hardly 
ſtay'd long enough to aſk half the Queſtions 
he mentions; and, which is worſt of all, 
the Examinant being unfortunately very 
deafiſh, a Perſon who was by all the while, 
and conſequently muſt have heard all Paſ- 
ſages, is ready to atteſt the Fallacy of every 
Part of this barefac'd Aſſertion. And with- 


out putting the Veracity of the next Para- 


graph upon the Foot of this, I will 'miſ- 
truſt my own Ears, that have heard Sir 
Robert, over and over, declare he had no 
Jealouſy at all of Thomſon, nor much of 
Robinſon (after he had procur'd that Security 
for the Corporation) to the Day of their 


 _ away; and appeal to all Men of 


Com- 


tak 

common Senſe, whether a Perſon of com- 
mon Underſtanding, that had any Regard 
to his own Intereſt (tho not ſo great a Re- 
gard as the Examinant) could have acted 
ſo indolently, from June, if he had any 
ſuch Apprehenfion as he makes him confeſs, 


in Octaber. Sir Robert is ready enough, now, 
to acknowledge his Weakneſs in truſting 
to others: But ſuch a Confeſſion as this 
muſt add Lunacy to Weakneſs. But the 
beſt on't is, the Examinant will not ſay 
where this laſt Conference happen'd; and 
upon all the Enquiry I can make, I find 
oe Body as ignorant of it as himſelf. 
- But having done with the Back-front p 
of the Evidence, we muſt next examine 
i the Fore-front will anſwer any better. 
Not that Sir Robert Sutton is any way con- 
cermd in his Confabulations and Tranſacti- 
ans with Baal, or Burroughs, &c, or whe- 
ther, or how far it be true. Only I ſhall 
defire this may be noted, by the Way, That 
when the Affait was before the Houſe of 
Lords, a Right Honourable Perſon has af- 
ſur d me, that upon the ſame Examinant's 
affirming, that he never could obtain Leave 
to peruſe the Accounts and Books of the 
Corporation, three or more. of the Clerks, 
then. examin * before that Honourable 
ro 


” 
— 


1 
Houſe, depos d, That they had ſeverally 
offer'd, over and over, to attend him for 
that Purpoſe, as often, and as long as he 
pleas d. Well might ir induce ſome of that 
Auguſt Aſſembly to ſhake their Heads; and 
yet without calling 1 in doors hey N 
= ghet. 12 

The following Letters NI Father 
and Son, will have their Weighe in Conſi- 
deration, when I come to their ſeveral Ex- 
aminations. But T will venture to ſay this, 
before I enter upon any other Eamead öh 
or quit that of Sir Robert, which imme- 
diately ſucceeds, That if Candour, Humani- 
ty, or Sincerity, can engage, recommend, or 
diſtinguiſh; my Peruſer, whoever he be, 
will eafily acquit Sir Robert of being includ- 
ed in the Number of thoſe, who are faid 
to accuſe others to excuſe themſelves. His 
Anſwers are all through compos'd of Since- 
rity, without Artifice ; as the Anſwers of moſt 
others are all Artifice, without a Grain of 
Sincerity; Malice, or Timidity, making up 
the whole Compoſition. But his Integrity 
wanted no ſuch Foil; and therefore when 
he mentions another Knight, who was in 
the Management long before he enter d (and 
perhaps: on Enquiry it will be found made 


another Uſe of it than Sir Robert did, or 
5 | F ever 


[ 42 ] 
ever had it in his Thought to do) he is far 
from Recximinating, as the Occaſion might | 


have permitted; and obviates his Inſinuati- 
ons with Probabilities that will, with every 
conſidering Perſon, amount to Demonſtra- 
tions; and yet all he ſays is, that he muſt 
have been alarm'd as well as his Accuſer, 
his Concern being equal with his. His little 

Attendance, in which he was ſanction'd by 

his original Stipulation, gave him no room 
to call any Man's Reputation in Queſtion 
without an overt Act: And believing all, 
both Committee and Aſſiſtants, in their In- 
tention honeſt like himſelf, all his Anſwers 
are Tationally to be accounted for, and com- 
mended. But by his little Attendance, let 
me be rightly underſtood to mean before 
the Elopement of Thomſon and Robinſon : 
For, after that, when he ſaw his own Miſ- 
ny of the Committee or Aſſiſtants | were ſo 
diligent as he to ſecure the Ctiminals, de- 
tect their Villainies, and, ſo far as lay in his 
Power, remedy the evil Conſequences: to 
the Corporation. His Healch gave place to 
that Zeal of his: And I have — 0 
ver and over aver, that his on Loſs, tho 
very great, was what gave him the leaſt 
Uncaſineſs. 1 have not Leave to do it; for 
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he knows nothing of all this-preſent Writing, 
for which Reaſon the doing of it may under- 
go the Cenſure of betraying "Converſation; 
otherwiſe it is in my Power to relate many 
Particulars to this Purpoſe (that now occur 
to me) as often as I waited on him to con- 
dole with him on that unfortunate Occaſi- 
on. Let thus much I will venture to ſay, that 
his Reputation, never till now call'd in 


| Queſtion, was what moſt ſenſibly! affected 
him, and therefore always was the firſt and 


laſt Topick of our Converſation. ' Leaving 
therefore his candid Declaration in his Exa- 
mination to the Canvaſſing of the moſt Invi- 
dious, I proceed to the Honourable Exami- 
nant following. | 

And he fairly confades, % That when he 
«© went and acquainted 'Sir Robert Sutton, 


«that Thomſin was a conſiderable Debtor 
* to the Corporation, Sir Robert would ſcarce 
« believeit. That afterward he went again 


* into the City to Thomſon, and Sir Robert 


Sutton with him, into Thomſon's. Room, 
„ who having a Perſon with him, though 
« they ſtay'd two Hours, nothing was men- 
« tion'd.” A little further, towards the 
Middle of the next Page, he again menti- 


ons Sir Robert Sutton, As being preſent, 


« n others there ſpecify d, at a Com- 
* F 2 «© mittee, 


—— [ 44 ] 
"<<; mittee, where he complain d of the large 
* Sums of Money in Robinſoms Hands. 
I am ſorry he does not make any mention 
of the Time, when that Committee ſat for 
Reaſons very obvious. Paſſion is very apt to 
overſhoot Reaſon; and that it might do ſo 
here, may be preſum' d, becauſe this, and 
his Declaration a little after, ſeem incon- 
ſiſtent with ſome Things he ſaid before, and 
others that will appear he ſaid after, of the 
fame Gentleman. However, let us go on; 
and we will grant what he aſſerts, That 
« he has often perſuaded Sir Robert Sutton 
« to exert himſelf, and not be govern'd by 
& Burroughs and Squire.” And the rather 
| becauſe it will neither prove that Sir Ra- 
bert was govern'd by the Perſons he ſpeaks 
of, or that he had any Occaſion. therefore 
to exert himſelf, Unwilling to be credulouſ- 
ly ill-natur'd, Sir Robert might perhaps impute 
his Zeal to ſome Overflowings of the Bile, 
and therefore might take the leſs Notice of 
it; and that Opinion, perhaps, might in- 
duce Sir Robert ſometimes to prefer a News- 
Paper before Railing: Bur all. this, if more 
than Conjecture, though it may ſerve to 
prove the Excellency of Sir Robert's good 
. Temper, will never prove, what the Gen- 
tleman brings it to prove, That Sir Robert 
| ever 
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ever | ſided with any Man againſt That he 
believ d to be the true Intereſt of the Corpo» 
ration. And the Gentleman's Confeſſion, that 
he often went beyond the Rules of Decency 
with Sir Robert, confirms me in this Con- 
jecture; eſpecially, as this honourable Exa- 
minant ſoon after fairly confeſſes, That 
« he was ſometimes, ſupported by Sir Ro- 
&« Hert Sutton, who has faid,, Why is not that 
4 COP d with? for it is right it ſhould be 
« ſo. As to his Hearſay, let us, contra- 
ry to common Uſage, allow it to be Evi- 
dence. We will grant, that Sir Robert Sutton 
might meet Robinſon at the Tavern, and 
might jointly with the reſt. give. -his Word 
of Honour, that Robinſon ſhould have 40004 
Bonds to exchange for Notes ; 3 and among 
other good Reaſons, which he there gives, 
becauſe Robinſon had made it a Condition 
of his complying with the Mortgage on 
his Eſtate to Sir Robert in Truſt for the 
Corporation. 

But as this Mortgage was an Act wholly 
of Sir Robert s obtaining, without making 4 
Merit of 1 it, I hope I may have leave to appeal 
to the worſt of his Enemies, whether it 
can be forc'd to imply an Unconcern i in Sir 
Kobert for any Thing, in his Power to ac- 
compliſh, for the Security. and Weal of the 
Corporation. ne 


[46 J 
The next 2 however long; 


affords very lietle material to che Vatter in 


Hand. The Examinant mentions Sir Ro- 
Bert once, as accompanying Mr. Bond to thjge 
Attorney General, about one of the Liĩcen- 
ſes, and the Anſwer return d Mr. Hug hs. 
He likewiſe particularizes the Perſons, and 
their Names, who were look d upon to 
have the chief Management of their Affairs: 
But as Sir Robert was not of that Number, 
and by him no otherways taken notice of, 
1 paſs on to the Examination of ky 
Denis Bond, Eſq; one other' of PA Com- 
Aa wes: But he not mentioning; Sir Robert 
Suttor's Name; excepting what the laſt Exa- 
minant mention'd, vis. his going with hirn 
to the Attorney General; I ſhall leave Him 
(and William A. Mabie on 'the ſame Account ) 
and proceed to the Examination of | 
© | Robert Man, Eſq; one other of the Com- 
mittee: But neither does this Eraminant 
afford us much relating t to our preſent Sub- 
ect. Towards the latter End, indeed, he 
ſays, That about five or ſix Weeks aforę 
« Thomſon went a way, he went to the Houſe 
* on Laurence Poultney- Hill, where he found 
« Sir Robert Sutton, Sir Archibald Grant, 
46 * and others ; and aſking, what they were 
by * doing? one of the Gentlemen ſhew d him 
mas. a Pape” 
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ea Paper of Accounts, ,in; which was the 
Balance of Caſh then in Robenſor's Hands; 
and the Examinant ſaid he was very ſor- 
« ry to ſee it. Then Sir Rabert Surtan afk'd 


„ the Examinant, what be thought of No 


o « binſon s Circumſtances ? he ſaid he hop'd 


60 they were good.“ 0 On which I deſire to 


obſetve, that Sir Robert aſſed 4 Queſtion, 
which he could not reſolve himſelf, and 


therefore wanted to be reſolv'd in, and of 


4 Perſon that he thought was beſt able to 


reſolve him; and indeed che Examinant's 
Anſwer implies as much; and a very g0 od 


Reaſon follows- Or otherwiſe he would 
< not have truſted him as he had done. To 
which Sir Robert Sutton te ply d,. ® You ought | 

to know em as Well or better chan any 
ee Man. And the Examinant aſfeing him 
the Reaſon Why; Sir Nobert anſwer d, 4 Be- 
4 cauſe you are one of the Securities here; 
div-Examinant! faid;' * If he was, he did not 
« knbw-it. ” The RNMaminant tells us, he 
went afterward to Robinſon, tõ know if be 
Was, or was not: But I think he has left the 
Committee in the Dark, or, as the Jockeys 
gay given em the Bridle to hold? For tho 
he owns that he was Security fer Olter's 


Children, it does not follow that he might 


nor be for both! Neither can I imagine what 
Lad! chat 
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thargreatQueſtion ſhould'be, that he would 
give his Son Torriano tlie Glory of. It 
could not be that to Robinſon; ſince Sir Ro- 
Vert put that into his Head. And I perceive 
no other: However, it is s pity to rob n of 
his Com plaiſance. 

We now come to the Benin of 
William \Burroughs, Eſq; one of the Com- 
mittee. In vrhoſe firſt Examination, tho 
there appears more of the Root of Iniquity 
than in any other Examination, there is leſs 
found to- be depended upon, that can affect 
Dir Nobert, than any where. However, he 
(pofitively, in this Place, excludes Sir Ro- 
ert Sutton from having any Share in the 
Shares baught by N 4 and 5, by naming 
the ;Prineipals, though he would after- 
ward ſeen to. infinuate the contrary. And 
as to Sit. Robert Sutton's attending the Soli- 
citation of the Second Licenſe, Sir Robert 
Sutton, as far as Truth requires, confeſſes 
e Fact, via. That he did attend Lord 

«T1 ownſend firſt, and che Attorney —_ 
* after; But that after Lord Townſend's Re- 
« move, he never attended Lord 1 | 
& ton, nor knows who fign'd the Petition to 
« his Majeſty; but believes Burroughs and 
« Squire ſolicited the fame through all the 
125 Offices. However, when it Had lain a 
_ | « long 


| happily. ſtands excluded the trading 
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© long while before it was taken out, Thom- 
& ſon ſaying he was order d to take it. out, 
and pleading that he was a Stranger at 
« the Secretary's Office, obtain'd his Letter 
« to Mr. Tilſon, to deliver he ſame to 
« Thomſon, who would pay the Fees. But 
te denics all Knowledge of any Conceal- 
« ment thereof. So much for the firſt 
Part of the Examination, and the ſecond 


is not much better, becauſe to the ſame 


Tune. I ſhall wave his impeaching Mr. 


Higgs, and the Secretary of Embezzlements: 


It is noching to our Purpoſe, and perhaps 
mayn't be true; at leaſt every good Chriſti- 
an ought to hope as much, till prov d in a 
legal Manner. Nor was it ever deny d, but 
confeſs'd by Sir Robert, or his Agent Mr. 
Lamb, or — that Thomſon had Orders to 
buy Shares for Sir Robert then going A- 
broad; nay, and which is more, with a 


View of their riſing in Price; and, I wonder, 
' where is that ſelf-denying Gentleman of any 


Committee in the World to,be found, that 
would not have committed that very iden- 
tical vile Action, under the ſame prodigious 
vile View? Vet in all chis, Sir Robert very 
Com- 
pany of Ne 4 and g, by the Benefit of his 
een Declaration, which being unpre- 

os meditated 


1 

meditated muſt be the honeſteſt. As to 
the Doubts, he ſpeaks of, concerning what 
Books were intended by the Order of the 
Houſe of Commons to be laid before them, 
he in one Purt contradicts what he has ſaid 
in another. However, as Sir Robert is men- 
tioned in the moſt favourable Part of the 
Debate, and not in the other, which he 
would have been ſure to have done, had he 
had a any Grounds for it, I muſt ſuppoſe Sir 
Robert abſent at the Meeting in g- 
Garden. Tho had he been even there, I can't 
ſee how a Debate about che Reaſonableneſs 
of a dubious Action, can, with any Appear- 

ance of Juſtice, be interpreted as criminal. 
And as little of a Crime could it be for Sir 
Robert Sutton to act upon a Truſt, Good 
Manners compel d him to accept from the 
Importunities of Sir Thomas Robinſon, who 


had indeed, as this Examinant ſays, Part of 
the Shares purchasd by No 5, and for 


which Sir Robert Sutton paid the Conſide- 
ration Money depoſited in his Hands by Sir 
Thomas Robinſon for that Purpoſe. And will 
all this in a Bundle make Sir Robert guilty 
of Bribery, Corruption, or any thing like 
Guilt, under 'any Denomination ? As little 
can it affect Sir Robert, where he ſa ys, © That 


< he adyis'd Mr. Til {fon to 1 2 a Pro- 
1 wa prietor, 


1 
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«. prietor, were it true. It rather evine d 
his Sincerity, and that he believ'd; as all 
Mankind that are unprejudic'd muſt believe 
he did, that it was a good Thing; other- 
wiſe he muſt have been very prodigal of his 
own Money, and Good Senſe too, to be ſo 
deeply concern'd as he was. But in reality 
the Fact is juſt the Reverſe :: For I am very 
well aſſur d, Mr. Til/on exclaims againſt the 
Examinant himſelf, and no other, on that 
very Account. But if Sir Robert Sutton, ſo 
ſoon as he found he had ſome ſolid Reaſons! 
of Jealouſy or Doubt, prevail'd upon Ro- 
binſon to make over his Shares and Eſtate 
(as this Examinant owns) for the Security 
of the Corporation; I think it plainly de- 
monſtrates, that as Sir Robert could diſtin- 
guiſh between Realities and Appearances, 
ſo he was zealous and ready as any Man, 
on all Occaſions, to ſee that the Corporati- 
on might have Juſtice done them to the ut- 
moſt of his Capacity: And it will preſent- 


ly be made evident, that he exerted all his 


Faculties to that Purpoſe, more than any or 
all together, when firſt the unhappy Occa- 
ſion preſented itſelf. The Examinant pro- 
ceeds to ſay, That in May laſt it was 
agreed on at a Committee, that new Notes, 
cc} 40 the amount of 600001. ſhould be made 

26e G 2 „ 
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out. And 4 little after (for what he 


fays j in the Paragraph intervening, in rela- 


tion to Jenes, nothing affects our Subject) 
© That when the before - mention'd Notes 
pere order d to be made out, Sir Robert 
« Sutton, Mr. Bond, Mr. Molefworth, Sir 
c Archi bald Grant, Mr. Man, Mr. 7 ackſon, 
* and Mr. Squire, were preſent together 
* with the Examinant. But as the Com- 
mittees ſer down in the Report make men- 
tion of thole afoteſaid Gentlemen all to be 
preſent, only at that Court of Committee 
of the ſixth of July, when Sir Rohert Sut- 
ten was not preſent, I ſuppoſe that may be 
plac'd among ſome other of his Miſtakes 
and Inconfiſtencies. But it is little materi- 
al, true or falſe: For as Sir Robert never 
acted under any unqualify'd Committee, as 
the Examinant frequently did, and being 
but ſingle, ſo a Majority, in conſequence, 


muſt have determin d, if he had been a Diſ- 


ſentient. But as he at the ſame Time con- 


feſſes, the Minute for the making out de 
Notes was lock'd up in an Iron Cheſt, to- 


gether with the Notes made out; n as 
they were not ſign'd, which render'd them 
uſeleſs and of no Signification ; and as he, 
and others, ſay they were all burnt, and 


Sir Aae, at the Herning, I cannot fee any 
| Advan- 


wil } DD at lM Ai * * 
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Advantage the moſt exquiſite Malice 0 
ſqueeze out of the whole to the Detriment of 
Sir Robert's Integrity. Neither can that be of 
any Weight, if true, That he believes Sir 
% Robert Sutton was preſent at a Committee, 
« when it was mention d, that it would be of 
« Service to the Corporation, if Gentlemen of 
ce both Houſes, and Men of Subſtance, had 
« Stock.” The Thing in idelf is of no Mo- 
ment, being no more than the Exigence might 
well excuſe. In a ſinking Bottom, or even the 
ſpringing of a Leak, all Hands go to the Pump 
a courſe. But he ſays, he only believes Sir 
Robert was preſent when it was 'mention'd. 
Does he intend it as an accuſatory Informa- 

tion, vhich he muſt mean if he means any 
Thing, Who would ever keep ſueh Com- 
pany as makes the Uſe of our Senſes danger- 
ous? He himſelf might be the Propoſer, 
and with a vicious View: But ſurely, all all that 
heard it muſt not be involy'd in the Iniqui- 
ty. At that rate, Men's Ears and Eyes would 
prove Curſes inſtead of Bleſſings, fince Rea- 
ſon itſelf would not be able to protect our 
Innocence. I have been the larger upon this 
Examination, becauſe the Examinant was 


the moſt active, as well as the moſt daring 
in his Actions. He always was one at the 
unqualify d Committees, excepting one very 
ET LESS _ ſingle 
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Committe - man or Aſſiſtant. He was the 
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fingle one; and by the Authority of the 


Report itſelf, appears to have had the great- 
eſt Confidence repos d in him of any, either 


Perſon to whom, in the main, it ſeems to 
have been left to ſettle the Accounts, and 
ſcrutinize into the Warehouſes; and the al- 
moſt only Perſon who ſettled and made the 
Re eports on which the Dividends. were found- 
ed, cight of nine of which he is ſaid to 
have ernie, and caſt up the Books for that 


Purpoſe. And of all bs which nine Com 


mittees, Sir Robert Sutton (as was ſaid before, 


but is inevitably repeated on this Occaſi- 


on) was preſent at one only, and that upon 
account of his taking the qualifying Oath; 
Sickneſs having render d him unable to at- 
tend three Months or more preceding. 

The next Examination is that of Thomas 


Beal, Eſq; one of the Aſſiſtants; which, 


though it be conciſe and ſhort, goes off with 
a. ſmarter Farewell upon Sir Robert Sutton 


_ than any other. But Aurum fulminans, we 


know, ig never qa ngerous. Perhaps their 
then Secretary could affix a very good Rea- 


ſon for it, which J care not to repeat, as it 


has been before hinted at in Higgs's Exami- 
nation. But I will take the Sarcaſm as the i 
N itſelf hands it to us. That when he 
« was 


© EF 
cx was appointed an Aſſiſtant, he apprehended 
< the ſame was only Nominal.” --- Sure the 
Nominal — was vaſtly diligent, and 
ſuperabundantly officious, ſince he attended 
chrice for Sir Roberts once; for which per- 
haps he may think fit to plead in Excuſe, 
that he had not ſtipulated for Abſence, as 
Sir Robert Sutton had done. But he goes 
on; { When he has been) at theCommittee,he 
« obſerved the Buſineſs of the Corporation was 
« chiefly: manag d by Mr. Bu#roughs, Squire, 
« and" Sir Archibald Grant, ho were the 
«leading Men, and Sir Robert Sutton, and Mr. 
< 'Borid; who were frequently there, and came 
c iiito their Meaſures. The Examinant muſt 


pardon me if I aſk him, what Meaſures he 


here means? Or what he means by Sir Ro- 
bert's coming into their Meaſures? Was not 


be himſelf preſent at more of the Meetings 


than Sir Robert? Did he ever give a Nega- 
tive at any one of them? Theſe Queſtions 
will appear neither malicious not officious, | 
if we: give ourſelves the 'Trouble of com- 
paring: Matters. For then wie ſhall find, that 
in all thoſe Tranſactions, which the Report 
ſeems to render moſt obnoxious, this Gen- 
tleman was as frequent as any, much more 
frequent than Sir Robert, and never, as ap- 
IO * perhaps he might be defy'd to 

| make 
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make it appear that he was) a Difentient. 


Is not this a fort of Coming into all their 
Meaſures, more than Sir Robert? For his E- 


dification, and our Conviction, let us trace 


the Matter -a little further. In the two 
grand Articles, which the. Report ſpeaks of 
with the moſt. glaring Emphaſis, viz. that 


of making out of the Notes, and that of 


ordering the Dividends, it appears by the 


— That, of the oft, which were fix 


Committees, this Gentleman was preſent at 


four, two of which were unqualify'd Com- 
mirteos, and Sir Nobert was only preſent at 


the laſt of them, which was a qualify'd 
Committee, and (as any Man of unprejudic'd 
Reaſon. would imagine) fomewhat authenti- 
cated in the Example” of the five preceding 
Committees; and of the fecond, which were 
nine Committees, Sir Robert Sutton was pre- 
ſent dut at one, and that necefiitatively, and 
the Examinant at five, one of which was an 
unqualify d Committee Might not ou Now 
minal Aſſiſtant, from the Premiſes, by alb un- 
biaſs d People, without ſtraining either Rea. 
ſon or Equity, be allow'd: to have come in- 
to their Meaſures more than Sir Robert? 


Burroughs, Squire, and Sir Archibald Grant, 


were almoſt as conſtant as himſelf; and, as he 


n confeſſes them to be the chief in 


Manage- 


Fe? 


Management, without doing Injury to his 
Diligence, we. cannot deny him the Ho- 
nour of a Share, though a nominal one, 
in their Miniſtry. But if ever the Honour- 
able Committee ſhould happen to review this 
Examination, and their Report, will they 
not be apt to peculiarize this as the firſt of 
thoſe Examinations, that by excuſing the 
Examinant ſeems intended to fix an Accuſa- 
tion upon others??? R 
As to the next Examination, I muſt beg 
Pardon if I ſay, I can account of it as no 
other than a Fardle or Heap of Hearſays 
and Suppoſals; ſuch as no wiſe Man can lay 
any Streſs or Dependence upon. And there- 
fore I take Leave, in my turn, to ſuppoſe 
this the next of thoſe Examinations hinted 
at in the Report p. 74. conſiſting. of Ex- 
cuſes for himſelf, in order to lay Accuſati- 
ons upon others; which this Examinant does 
very plentifully, in a Stile as ſtately as tis 
peeviſn. Sir Robert Sutton's Name is be. 


quently thrown in among the reſt ; and yer 


now and then, as if it were upon a ſort of 
Compunction, he ſpeaks of Sir Robert fa- 
vourably, which he hardly ever does of any 
body elſe. I could have wiſh'd, however, 
for his own, Sake, that the Report had o- 
mitted that e, Letter of his to mt 

ther; 


watt 
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ther: His Petulance would have carry'd a 
better Countenance, and his Self-ſufficiency 
might have paſs'd off the better without the 
Charge of ſo many intervening Inconſiſten- 
cies. But to begin: Hey firſt of all, tells us, 
„ That he was drawn in to buy Shares at 
_ * à high Price, vis. 15 .: But even here 
I am afraid will prove a Smatch of Diſinge- 
nuity; which is a moſt ominous ſerting out. 
For, if I am rightly inform'd, he does not 
tightly recite Fact. He ſhould have told 
us, that thoſe Shares he ſo bought, were Shares 
that had before paid in ten Pounds per Share; 
which had reduc'd the high Price he com- 
of to a low one, Then as to the 
Tempter that drew him in, though he is ſo 
Kind to himſelf to conceal him, if my Pe- 
rufer will give himſelf the Trouble to run 
over that Original Letter of his, dated 12 
September. 158, and inſerted p. 73. of the 
Repbrt, 1 doubt not, but he may there, 
without Spectacles, difcovet the Tempter 
who drew him in, and find bim ſpaciouſly 
chataReriz'd. But che Examinant goes on; 
* When any Thing appear'd irregular, or 
© not 'agrecable to the Charter, the Exa- 
„ minant, ſays he, voted againſt ir.” What 

leſſed Thing it is for a Man to have a 


Tea of his own ! But as ſuch are not al- 
ways 


Lr 

ways wholly to be depended on, I would 
crave the Favour of aſking a | Queſtion; or 
two without Blame. Whether of nine Com- 
mittees for the Dividends (which is deem d 
in the Report, more than once, one of the 
moſt notorious Infractions upon the Charter) 
he was not preſent at fix? And, in the next 
Place, Whether three of thoſe Committees, 
arhich he was preſent at, were not unqualify d 
Committees? And, laſtly, Whether he thinks 
theſe were not Irregularities, or agreeable 
to the Charter? But ſhould we allow, in his 
own dictatorial Stile, That he did inſiſt 
«© upon his Orders being put in Uſe, and 
„ complain of their being neglected, GS. 
What Uſe can be made of any Part of it 
againſt Sir Robert, whom he allows (as in- 
deed was Fact) to be only preſent ſome- 
times? What was the Reaſon his Brother 
Aſſiſtants did not chime in with him? Could 
not one of them ſee as far through a Mill- 
ſtone as he? Or did they agree, Nemine con- 
tradicente, that his Directions, or Commands 
rather, were not to be comply d with? Some of 
them carry che Characters of very honeſt Men, 

and Men of Senſe: Strange, he could not 
make the Face of a Party till Thomſon and 
"Robinſon ran away; and then, juſt like my 
Lord Thumond's Cocks, they were all of a 
H 2 „ *<ladec ! 


Side! The whole P. 92. is taken up with 


Automatical Flouriſhes; which I ſhall not 
enter into: Though we ſhall, by and by, find 
Mr. Robinſon, the Aſſiſtant not the Trea- 
ſurer, confronting the moſt material of em. 
And though I don't know the Gentleman, 
I muſt do him the Juſtice to ſay, that he ſeems 
in the Report ( which is my great Authori- 
ty) to have behav'd with more Candous 
than many of the reſt. In p. 93, Sir Ro- 
bert Sutton is mention'd over and over, and . 
with different Airs, juſt as I ſuppoſe ( if I 
may be allow'd to ſuppoſe as well as he) 
Spleen or Truth got the Better: But as no 
Dates or Places guide us to Particulars, it 
will be difficult to diſtinguiſh one from 
the other. Firſt, he ſays, Sir Ra- 
« gert Sutton was among thoſe who, upon 
« the Enlargement.of 200,000 /. ſaid, it was 
_ « granted for the Enlargement of Trade, and 
e for lending large Sums of Money upon 
« Merchandize and Manufactures, agreeable 
, to the Prayer of the Petition preſented 
«to the King for the ſame.” And if the 
Prayer of the Petition was ſuch ; where, I 
wonder, was the Harm? Had he, in his 
great Sagacity, taken care that it had been 
put to that right Uſe, no body would have fiſh- 
ed for a Complaint. But he ſays, © Sir Ar- 
'* chibald, Burroughs, and Squire (whom he 
“ before 


* 


e e way ·¶· 


. 
before had vouch'd to be main Managers, 
and here again ſays were always there) 
« only laugh'd at him.” I rejoice Sir Robert 
was not one of, thoſe merry. Gentlemen, 
ſince Mirth is ſo offenſive; tho I can hardly 
deny, with any grave Face, that many Parts 
of his Confeſſion would put Gravity itſelf 
out of Countenance. E. G. Sir Robert 
Sutton, ſays he, was always a Favourer 


of Thomſon; and that he had never known 


* him come over from the Opinion of Bur- 
“ roughs, Squire, or Sir Archibald Grant 

A confident Aſſertion I may ſafely aſſert it! 
ſince an Honourable Examinant has before 
aſſur d us to the contrary; nay, has given 
Inſtances of it in the Report printed with 
that his bold Aſſertion. And as for Sir 
Robert's being a Favourer of Thomſon, if he 
cannot prove Sir Robert ever gave him Coun- 
tenance in an ill or unwarrantable Action, 
Jam ſure it is an unwarrantable and vile 
Inſinuation. It muſt be granted, Sir Robert 
for a long while had a good Opinion of 
Thomſon: But was he ſingular in that? Or 
was not the Examinant ſingular, if he had 


not? Should he anſwer in the Negative, he 


muſt plead little leſs than guilty. For why 
did he not puſh on his Jealouſies to Proof? 
If I gueſs right, had his Jealouſies been well 


grounded, 
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grounded; the Fear of being laught at, would 
never have been powerful enough to have 
ſtifled the Cries of his Conſcience in his In- 
tereſt. Whereas a Want of that Spirit that 
he would here appear to act with, might 
move Sir Robert, as well as other honeſt 
Gentlemen, to impute that to Cavil and Pe- 
tulance rather than a right Zeal: And Sir 
Robert's ſeldom Appearing among em might 
excuſe him from any Way of thinking 
that one, however ſignificant in himſelf, was 
more than ſeven. Beſides, he himſelf con- 
feſſes a little lower in the ſame Page, That 
_ © vyhen he defir'd to ſee the Ware-Houſes, 
* he had no Jealouſy that there were none; 
which J think is Ground for a pretty tolera- 
ble Preſumption, that his Curioſity, in that, 
did not proceed from any jealous Thoughts 
he had then entertain'd of Thomſon ; and, 
conſequently, we may charitably conclude 
that he had none till the 400,000/7. appear'd 
to be lent,” which was juſt before Thomſon 
ran away; and then I am apt to think, Sir 
Robert Sutton, as well as he, began to find 
himſelf wofully miſtaken. He acknowledges 
a little before, That Sir Robert Sutton 
* came into the Reſolution, of their Servants 
« giving Bonds not to buy at Sales.” And 
as to Sir Robert's being always conſulted 


upon 


E hls N an y oo ti (0) 


[55] 


upon the Dividends, it is more than he or 


any Man can prove: Sometimes of that 


always Sir Robert being not to be conſulted 


with, and preſent but at one of the nine 
Committees for that Purpoſe, and that a 
legal one; whereas he obliges me again to 
put him in Mind, that it appears by che 
Report that he himſelf was preſent at fix of 
the nine, half of which were illegal by the 
Fundamentals of their Charter. As to the 
long Paſſage with the Bank, tho deviating 
much from Veracity in moſt of its Cir- 


cumſtances, it can only ſerve to prove, ſo 


far as it is true, even under his own Re- 
Cital, that Sir Robert's Honour was of great 
Weight; or that he was at all Times dili- 


gent enough to do the Corporation Service 


upon any Exigence: For Sir Robert was as 
little apprehenſive of Danger to himſelf, 
from any Action of his own inconſiſtent 


with Integrity, as this Examinant could or 
can be; and on the niceſt Scrutiny 1 will 


preſume to ſay, more, much more, unde- 
ſerving of Blame. This, however, I believe, 


I may agree with him in, That the Name 


6% f Sir Robert Sutton has been too often 
* made Uſe of (and perhaps not always to 


- the: beſt Purpoſes,) without any Leave, 
Authority, or Privity of its proper 


« Owner.” 


TS). 
* Owner.” Thus, after a tedious Detail 
of his own Merits,” he concludes, p. 95. 
with à Declaration, That Burroughs, 
„ Sguire, and Sir Archibald Grant, had been 
* concernd in the Frauds; and ſo far, I 
believe, all che World will agree wich him. 
His. Diſcoveries in p. 96, if to be depended 
upon, are ſame of em ſomewhat material 
againſt others as well as himſelf, but not 
at all reſpecting the Perſon now in Queſtion. 
Nevercheleſs, what he ſays of Sir Rabert 
Sutton's leaving the Charge of the Licenſe 
to Burroughs upon his going Abroad, as it 
contradicts all the other Examinations, muſt 
properly, in my Opinion, be plac d among 
his other numerous Hearſays and Suppoſals. 
For he would in that inſinuate, that Sir 
Kobert, like himſelf, aſſum'd a deſpotick 
Air; which all that know Sir Robert are 
ſo far from being of bis. Opinion, that an 
Honourable Perſon of the Committee has 
told us, that he blam d him for not ex- 
erting himſelf. A little after, he confeſſes 
himſelf A large Trafficker in Shares, 
600 Which in Prudence he ſhould have avoid- 
'< ed; becauſe, as it has been endeavour'd 
at to make it an imaginary Crime in Sir 
Robert, it will prove, if it ſhould prove a 
Crime, a real one in himſelf, and that upon 
his 


(57) 
his own Confeſſion. Nor will his Salvo of 
Selling to no Body but Directors, or Robinſon, 
fave him; for Buying and Selling, whether 
to Turk, few, or Chriſtian, can neither alter 
the Merit, or the Denomination. The reſt of 
that whole Page is litde elſe but Tautology 
and old Wives Talk: For if Sir Robert had 
a great many Shares, as he, for what Pur- 
poſe I know not, urges, I dare anſwer for 
Sir Robert, he is heartily ſorry for it; and 
that he would not have envy'd the Exami- 
nant, if his vaſt Ambition and Avarice had 
been anſwer'd (as in his Letter) ſo as to 
have far exceeded Sir Robert's great Number. 
And thus, I thank my Stars, I have got 
thro' the longeſt and moſt tedious Exami- 
nation in the whole Bundle: And thro' an 
Ocean of Repetition and Tautology, am 
ſafely landed to take Breath, till a new 
Occaſion ſhall preſent itſelf. 
þ George Jackſon, Eſq; another of the At. 
| ſiſtants, next preſents. And as his Exami- 
nation appears to carry in it as much Sin- 
cerity, as ſome others have done Subtilty, I 
ſhall beg Pardon if I take the Liberty, now 
and then, to digreſs a little in making tran- 
ſient Obſervations, where he does * directly 
| touch upon Sir Robert's Name, profeſs, 
| J. have not the Honour of any —— 
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of the Gentleman: Bur there ſeems to flow 
ſuch a Current of Plainneſs, Honeſty, and 
Candour through the whole Confeſſion, 
that I cannot but pleaſe myſelf with the 
Imagination of finding ſome what to depend 
upon, for the ReQifying of many of the 
Miſtakes of others, and towards the De- 
tecting the Frauds, or at leaſt towards Diſ- 
appointing the Malice, of Malignants. Un- 
der theſe Hopes and flattering Expectations, 
my Peruſer will excuſe me, if I do not me- 
thodically follow the Examinant, Line by 
Line: For as long as I take in the Subſtance, 
and omit nothing material, I ſhall propoſe 
to arrive at ſome little Juſtice in Favour of 
the Gentleman whoſe Cauſe I have eſpous'd, 
without Wrong to any honeſt Man; which 
ever will be my utter Averſion. I begin 
then in p. 99. where this Examinant ſays, 
That after he came in to be a Proprietor, 
« (which, by the way, was ſoon after Sir 
« Robert Sutton) a ſelect Committee was ap- 
« pointed for the Examining the Books of 
e Accounts: But that in a ſhort Time af- 
* terwards, an Order of Committee was 
„ made, that all that come to the Com- 
* mittee ſhould have Voices.” This is ex- 
plain'd by the Order itſelf in p. 3 1. thus, 
That all the Committee and Afitants be of the 
Com- 
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Committee f Accounts, and that three of the 
Said Committee of Accounts may do Bufineſs.. 
And doubtleſs, however it anſwer d conſe- 
quentially, the Defign and Intention was, 
juſt and good, in that the Gentlemen of the 
Committee might thereby have an Oppor- 
tunity of ſcrutinizing into their Proceed-. 
ings, and by their Voices regulating their, 
Orders, where they ſhould appear to be 
wrong. But he goes on, | That the Ac- 
e countant, before; the laſt Dividend was 
e declar'd; was order'd to make out an Ac- 
« count from the Pledge Books, in order 
te to declare the ſame.” And, I think, the 
Declarations of Venables and Wainrigbt make 
out this to have been a ſtanding Rule and 
Order. From all which, if I may have Leave 
to add, what I have more than once already 
referr'd to in p. 29; That a General Court 
(as the Report itſelf, which is my ſtanding 
Authority, reports it) had devolv'd upon 
their Committee all the Powers their Char- 
fer gave 'em; which Devolution no General 
Court, that I can find, ever repeal'd; I may, 
ſure, without Blame from any Man of Reaſon, 
draw this obvious Deduction; That Sir 
Robert Sutton having, out of a perfect 
Knowledge of the Situation of his own Af- 
fairs, at firſt ſtipulated for his Abſence, 

| I 2. might, 
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might, under this Chain of Orders, without 


any Blemiſh” to his Integrity, ſafely reſign 
his Intereſt to the Management of thoſe he 
beliey'd honeſt, and had, as yer, no juſt 
Reaſon to believe not equal to the Task 
they had undertaken. This, ſure, he might 


do without Impeachment ; and if it prov'd 


to his own great Loſs, chat Loſs, in Equity 
fure; ſhould not be loaded with the Loſs of 
others; to which I defy Malice itſelf to prove 
he had any Ways wittingly contributed. 
Tempted by Avarice, Envy, or IIl-Nature, 


or to put a better Gloſs upon their worſe 


Miſcarriages, we fee ſome have endeavour'd 


to make him a Sharer in their own Iniquity: 


But as the Main of thoſe iniquitous Eviden- 
ees have, by their voluntary Preſence, coun- 
tenanc'd apparently the Frauds of others, 
and many of em as Copartners, I believe all 


unbiafs d Men will ſee the Bent of their 
Deſign which muſt conſequently enervate all 


that their Malice can dictate on this Subject. 
But let us proceed in the Examination of 
this fair Examinant; who declares at the 
Beginning, He neither knew or ſuſpected 
« Thomſon to be guilty ; he always believ'd 


ct him to be an honeſt Man; and therefore 


« was ſurpriz d when he heard he was 


+. + ” Nay he $085 further yet, and 


ſays, 


Fel} 

REP « That he thought the Corporation 
very happy in having ſuch a careful Man, 
« as he was generally reputed to be,” And 
yet this Gentleman, if I miſtake not, was 
a Citizen, a Merchant, and bred to Ac- 
counts (a quite different Way of Education 
to any Sir Robert Sutton could pretend to;) 
who yet are like to be joint Sufferers, for 
| having purſu'd*the Gofpe/ Rule, and enter» 
tain' d too favourable an Opinion of one that 
was their fellow Creature, tho he prov'd 
not to be their fellow Chriſtian. This Con- 
fidence in Thomſon, doubtleſs, as this Exa- 
minant ſays, was a Calamity upon all ſuch 


as were not in the Secret with him as Ac 


complices. He had more Artiſices than his 
Bundle of Keys, which the Examinant 
makes mention of, to delude the Undefign+ 
ing; and thoſe who were in with him, were 
always as ready as he, to make plauſible 
Excuſes, and frame Evaſions, to avoid and 
put off every propos'd Scrutiny. And Mr- 
Wainright, particularly, delivers it as his 
Opinion, © That nothing but the Dread of 
ſuch approaching Enquiries broke the 
% Band of their Iniquity, and properated 
« their Elopement.“ This he likewiſe 


owns was the Effect of Sir Robert, Sutton 's, 
and Mr. „ 8 6 with him. 
| And 
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And I dare aver, that having no ſiniſter 
Ends in their View, they now very heartily 

unite in their Wiſhes, that their Earneſtneſs 

had been more early. As to what the Exa- 
minant ſays about the Coining of Notes, 
there is nothing that he, more than any 
other, appropriates to Sir Robert, excepting 
that he join'd with Mr. Molęſivorth, Mr. 
Bond, and Mr. Aiſlabie, for Reducing the 
Balance; by which, I imagine, he means 
the Balance in Rob:in/on's Hands. And cer- 
tainly che beſt Way ſafely to reduce it (to 
themſelves I mean) was what Sir Robert 
pitch'd upon, viz. By aſſiſting him with 
4, oo0 l. in Corporation Bonds, in order to 
ſupport: his Credit, on which the Credit of 
| the Corporation at that critical Juncture muſt 
have no little Dependence. Nevertheleſs, 
I muſt here again obſerve, however en 
before, That Sir Robert made an advantage- 
ous Uſe of that Conceſſion, not to himſelf 
but the Corporation, in obliging Robinſon 
to give 4 Mortgage upon his Eſtate, and 
Shares towards their Security; adviſing there- 
upon the taking the reſt of the Balance 
due from 'Robin/on, gradually, as he could 
pay the ſame. But this fair Examinant 
gives another Reaſon for the Creating ſo 
large a Debt from Robinſon and Thomſon ; 
| which, 
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which, as it wears a very probable Coun- 
tenance, and has not been taken Notice of 
by any preceding Examinant, that I remem- 
ber, cannot be mal à propos a little to touch 
upon. Accordingly he ſays, That, he 
F apprehends, that when the Corporation 
« was under the Conſideration of Parliament, 
S the Seſſion before, large Sums of Money, 
© which were paid into Tenche's Hands, 
verre by him, for ſome valuable Conſide - 
* ration or other, paid into the Hands of 
** Robinſon, without being obſery'd by the 
“Committee, who were at that Time 
* wholly taken up wich the Affair in Par- 
* liament ; which, ſo ſoon after as it be- 
came known to the Gentlemen, created 
© a great Uneaſineſs in all, except Burroughs, 
Squire, and Grant; who could not enter- 
* tain equal Uneaſineſs with the reſt, be- 

« cauſe as Things have fince happen'd; he 
© had Reaſon to believe they were con- 
« cern'd with him” This ſcems the faireſt 
and fulleſt, as well as the moſt candid, De- 
tail of the Matter: For which Reaſon I 
chooſe to leave it, as it ſtands, to the like 
candid Reflection of my Peruſer; and fo 
paſs over the two following Paragraphs, | 
relating to the Cancelling the coin'd Notes, 


and Delivery of the Key, both which I 
imagine 
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imagine: have hoon: fofficiently. {ſpoke to al- 
ready. 


dir. Jun, Moody, on hat of che Ait 
tants, in his Examination, has not one Sylla- 
ble that affects Sir Robert ſpeciſically: For he 
does not once mention his Name. I had 
under that Conſideration therefore paſs d 
him unobſery'd; if the Candidneſs of his 
| Confeflion had not render d ſome Part of it 
a little neceſſary, and perhaps ſerviceable to 
my preſent Purpoſe. He ſays, indeed, © He 
© look'd upon his Aſſiſtantſhip as only No- 
„ minal, and aſſigns as a Reaſon, © That 
it was not warranted by the Charter.” 1 
hall not enter into any Diſcuſſion of that 
Point, it having no Relation to the Matter 
in Queſtion. He ſays, That he was of 
75 2 Committee of Accounts; and ſets 
out ſo well the Uſefulneſs of that Com- 
mittee in its original Inſtitution, that would 
induce a Man of any Senſe to ſay, that it 
was a vaſt Defect in their Charter, if there 
was not a Power to make ſuch a Proviſion. 
When che Books and Accounts were order'd 
to be laid before them, as alſo Accounts 
out of the Pledge-Books; when the Accoun- 
tant was directed to make out Weekly Ac- 
counts to lay before them, and frequent 
at were accordingly made from the 


Com- 
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Committee; every Man of any Perſpicuity | 
muſt allow, it muſt carry along with it an 
Aſpect of a very promiſing Tendency. And 
how, and why, thoſe good Inſtitutions came 
to be diſus'd, after the Order of 1727, for 
the admitting of more than the Aſſiſtants 
to have Voices (the Deſign of which Order, 
as I faid before, was certainly meant to pre- 
vent what the Examinant here complains of ) 
in my Opinion he pretty well accounts for 5 
when he tells us, That no Reports were 
made, becauſe the ſeveral (neceſſary) Books 
were lock'd up in a Bureau, of which Mr. 
Burroughs kept the Key.” The Checques, 
(he ſays) were taken off, before ever he 
ated ; and, as I obſery'd before, ſo they 
| were before Sir Robert made his Appearance 
as one of the Committee, when Sir John 
Meers was Chairman, As lays the I 
P. 37- 

Mr. Benjamin Robinſon, another of the Af. 
ſiſtanrs, being examined, ſaid, Thar when 
he became a Proprietor, he was choſe an 
« Aſſiſtant, and attended very often at the 


Committees, and ſum'd up the Books, and 


« checqu'd the Notes, and did not appre- 

“ hend but every thing was manag'd right.” 
In the next Paragraph, he adds to the 

Number of the Men of moſt Activity 


K ( which 
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(nich ſeveral Examinants before had no- 


minated to be Burroughs, Squire, and Grant) 
Bend, Man, and Torriano: But with this 
particular Emphaſis, «© That what they ſaid 
** was a Law to the Committee. 

Fe after mentions ſeveral Regulations which 
he had from time to time propos'd; all 
which were as frequently oppos'd by Bur- 
roughs and Square, as Innovations: But he 
acquits Mr. Torriano of ever moving any 
ſuch like Queſtions of any like Tendency. 
And though he ſays, Sir Robert Sutton 
brought che laſt Licenſe, to the Com- 
* mittee,” I perſuade myſelf, if he would 
refreſh his Memory, on recollection he wou'd 
find his Miſtake, and that Thomſen fetch'd 
that laſt Licenſe from the Secretary's Office; 
and that if there was a Motion of Thanks 
to Sir Robert, it was in a General Court 
which che Report takes Notice of, and upon 
the ſecond, not the laſt, Licenſe. It ap- 
pears in this Shape to me from the Report 
itſelf, which having at ſetting out reſolv'd 
to make my conſtant Guide, I dare not 
launch out of my allotted Road. 5 | 
He quotes, a little lower in the ſame 
Page, a remarkable Authority of one Mr. 
Turner of Grays-Inn, a known great Lawyer, 
as well as a prodigious money d Man, and 


2 
a large Proprietor ; who declar'd, neverthe- 
leſs, that he would not lend his Money on 
their Notes without their Seal was affix'd 
to them. And can it be imagin'd, that A 
Perſon famous for his Caution in placing 
out his Money to the beſt Advantage, and 
in the ſecureſt Manner, could have advis'd 
the clapping of their Corporation Seal to 
their Notes, if it had not been agreeable to 
their Charter? If a Gentleman of the Long 
Robe could be miſtaken in their Power, 
which was a pure Point of Law; well ſure, 
may the honeſt Part of the Committee be 
excuſed, who had quite another ſort of E- 
ducation. 
The Examinant goes on, and ſays, That 
he had ſeen the Minute- Books of July laſt, 
* and found the Minutes enter d wrong.” 
He mentions too ſome wrong Informations = 
of Thomſon, in relation to the King's Ware- 
houſes, and the India Warehouſes ; and as 
he declares, he had no miſtruſt of the Truth 
thereof, I think, I may fairly conclude the 
Gentleman to be one of thoſe Chriſtian- 
principled, who did not care to entertain an 
in Opinion of any Man, — my had ſome 
Grounds for it. 
He fays, That the Afliſtants were not 
tat the Beginning of the Corporation, but 


K 2 te choſe 
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« choſe by a ſubſequent General Court. 
And he confeſſes, in Juſtice to Mr. Mole 2 
worth, That he had often mov'd, to have 
e an Examination of the Warehouſes, and 
&« Thomſon's Account of Sales; inſomuch 
« that he hath heard Thomſon complain to 
the Committee of Accounts, of Mr. 
* Molefworth's treating him in ſuch a Man- 
ner, and that he could not ſerve the Cor- 
« poration under ſuch Uſage; and that he 
« had defir'd Mr. Beat to acquaint Mr. 
. Mole efworth therewith. ” 

„That he never took upon himſelf « to 
direct any Thing, but ſubmitted to the 
« other Gentlemen who had a larger Pro- 
« perty in the Corporation. All which, 
with ſome few other Propoſals. to the Cor- 
poration, regarded like his former, conclude 
his Examination ; and J. therefore, proceed 
to that of 

. Charles Waller, Eſq; another — che Aſ- 
ſiſtants. This Gentleman's Confeſſion ap- 
pears equally candid with the three fore- 
going; or indeed, as if it was made in de- 
fiance of all Equivocation, or mental Re- 
ſer vation. He but once takes any Notice 
of the Name of Sir Robert Sutton, and that 
in relation to the Mortgage made by Robin- 
* to bi for the Security of the Corpora- 
tion, 


169]. 

tion, to the Value of 14000 J. which having 
been more than once touch'd upon in theſe 
Obſervations, to avoid as much as poſſible, 
unneceſſary Tautology, I proceed, to the n 
ther Examination off 

Sir Archibald Grant. Here Sir Robert Sue: 
ton is introduc'd, as telling the Examinant, 
« That Sir Thomas Robinſon. had apply d to 
him, to know how he might purchaſe four 
< or five hundred Charitable. Corporation 
Shares at a Market Price; but that * 
e not expect any Favour; and that Sir No- 
« gert Sutton, and this Examinant, _ 
© mended. him to.. Thomſon and. Robinſon : 
And ſoon after, the Examinant inform'd 
dir Thomas Robinſon, that Thomſen could 
«,-help him to the Shares. He goes on 
to ſet in the cleareſt; Light chat whole Tranſ- 
action; and, together with the next further 
Examination of Mr. Matthew Lamb, makes 
it apparent as the Sun at the brighteſt Noon, 
that Sir Robert Sutton was no otherways con- 
. cern'd in that Affair, than as a Vehicle of 
the Purchaſe- Money. And the Truth of it 
is, that Sir Thomas Robinſon, then intending 
to go abroad, was ſo very importunate with 
Sir Robert Sutton to act for him as a Truſtee, 
ſo far as to take upon him the Payment of 
the n depoſited; in his Hands for the 


intended 


el 
intended Purchaſe, that Sir Robert muſt have 
abandon'd his well known Principles of Ur- 
| baniry and Humanity to have refus'd him. 
I know ſome avaritious Boutefeus, Strangers 
to both thoſe diſtinguiſhing Principles of 
Sir Robert, through the Alembicks of their 
Malice, have endeavour'd, out of this Tranſ- 
action, to extract Guilt from him, in order 
to produce Gold to themſelves: But I have 
no Apprehenſion upon me, but that every 
unbiaſs d and conſiderate Man will hold 
bDinmſelf oblig d, in Equity and good Con- 
ſcience, from the Premiſes, as much as is 
in his Power, to diſappoint all ſuch avari- 
fions Expectants. And no leſs will they 
think it the Part of true Humanity, to 
guard and defend the Integrity of Sir Ro- 
Bert; although it ſhould appear, that his 
Good Nature, and ſome Over-tenderneſs to- 
wards his fellow Creatures, ſhould have led 
him into fome little Miſtakes, which he has 
ſufficiently ſmarted for in his Fortune, and, 
what to him is much more poignant, in his 
Neputation. 44 
And now having run —— the ſeve- 
ral Examinations, and taken a View of rhe 
petty Accuſations, or rather the malicious 
Inſinuations, thrown at Sir Robert Sutton 
NN there is not one of all, nay even accu- 
mulatively, 
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mulatively, can either amount to any Proof; 
or if prov d, prove criminal) I will reduce 
them to Heads, that my candid Peruſer, ſee- 
ing them all fairly laid before him, may 
more readily form his Judgment. And I think 
he will find the whole compriz d under the 
fix following Objections. 
I. That he did not attend his Duty pur- 
ſuant to his Truſt, 
2. That he made it his Buſineſs to draw 
others in to their great Loſs; and even at a 
Time when he was ſenfible Marters were 

going wrong. 

3- That he bought in Shares, and fold out 
at a higher Price. 

4. That he was a Fayourer of Thomſon . 
and Robinſon. 

5. That he always fell into the 8 
of thoſe who were the Horls:Leapves of 
the Corporation. 

6. That he never booked into the Pledge- 
Books. _ 

Though I have, en » paſſant, ſpoke to che 
Subſtance of every one of thoſe; ObjeCtions, 
I have here diſtinguiſh'd, and reduc'd them 
to Form, that I may the better give. them a 
diſtinct Anſwer. And ro 

Object. 1. That he did not attend his Do- 


ty W to his Truſt, 
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Anſ." 45. If it be granted, That Sir Robert 
W did, as well in reſpect to his own Af- 
fairs, as an ill State of Health, ſtipulate, on 
his firſt Appearing at the Committee, for his 
being excus'd Attendance, I think this Ob- 
jection will be diſarm'd of all its Force: 
And till they can prove to the contrary, 
which was never yet attempted, nor any 
will ever be able to accompliſh, that his Sti- 
pulation, with any diſcerning Man, muſt be 
allow'd valid. But Sir Robert can produce 
other good Reaſons for his Abſenting. He him- 
ſelf had never been converſant in Accounts: 
He found the Affairs under the Ad miniſtra- 
tion of ſuch as had; Men of Ability and 
Skill that Way, and who had, Years before 
he was drawn in, carry'd on the whole Bu- 
fineſs. They had agreed upon, and choſen 
a Committee of Aſſiſtants, who were after 
intitled a Committee of Accounts, who, con- 
junctively with a long Uſe and Experience, 
had the Characters of being equal to the 
Work, and moſt of them of being very honeſt 
Men. Under all theſe promiſing Appear- 
ances, Sir Robert might rationally, and on 
good Grounds, think the Corporation and 
himſelf ſafe, and make - himſelf eaſy, Sir 
Robert was a Subſcriber about the Middle 
of ne Year 1725, and the 18th of November 
8 tollow- 
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n was the firſt Committee that 1 
find him preſent at; nor do I find. him pre- 
{ent at any intervening Committee, between 
gut and another of the ſame Day of the fame 
onch the Year enſuing. This long Inter- 
val is, ſure, of itſelf ſufficient t to eyince the 
ice of of my Aſſertion, both as to Sir Ro- 
bert's Diſpenſation of E and his 
full | Reliance upon the Abilities and Honeſty 
of x thoſe who were then in the Management. 
All Truſts before they are of F orce muſt be 
accepted, to make them legal Truſts, b 7 
7 Truſtee in all 1 its Qualities; and though 
Sir Robert did not at firſt renounce, he 15 
| pulared for Conditions, which ſure isa Sal 
do any Breach « as to himſelf. 
Obfect. al That he made it it his Buſineſs 
10 draw oth ers in 4 their great Loſs; ; and 
even at a Time when he was ſenſible all 
things were going Wrong. * 
Ans. 1 have put this Objection in the 
 Rrongelt Light his Enemies can frame it; 
: Vet even in this prodigious Glate, like Au- 
rum Falninau, ir will go off in harmlels 
"Noiſe. For What is this doughty Outciy ? 
How did he draw any in? Why, truly, the 
mot they make it amount to, will end in 
Wis," That When ſome People apply d to 
Hic for his Opinion, in the Integrity of his 
FE 1, 5 Hear-; 


Ch 


e 
Heart, he gave them his own free Thoughts. 
True it. is, there is one Knight, and one 


Squire, who nibble at ſomewhat more of 
this Nature. As to the King, he advances 


that which no reaſonable Man can believe, 
without believing Sir Robert, as well as him- 


ſelf, an Ideot. And the Laulte advances 
that, which, beſides the appatent Improba- 
bility of it, .can, and will, be diſprov'd be- 
fore any Court of Judicature in the King- 


dom It may be aſk'd, Why was it not 


is before the Committee? To which 1 
umbly offer the following Counter=Qyeries. 


| Was he ever allow'd to confront the In- 
venter, I mean the Aſſerter? Was there any 


Counter Evidence aſk'd for? No! Neither 
the Time, nor the Nature of the Enquiry 
would admit of it. But without all that 
Formality, however neceſſary, the very Rea- 
ſon of the Thing will demonſtrate, That if 
Sir. Robert ever did give Encouragement to 


any to buy in, it proceeded from a good 


Opinion of his own of its real Value, prov'd 


| by the ſtrongeſt Evidence in the World, bis 
own, great Intereſt in it. For where is the 
Man of common Senſe, that will embarque 


in an Affair where a real good Opifion of 
it is wanting? And for any Man to offer, 
that Sir Robert had an z indifferent Notion of 

it, 


[75] 

it, at the Time when he gave his Advice 
to others to buy, will manifeſtly appear to 
be the higheſt Stretch of Front, unleſs be 
can prove, that Sir Robert propos 'd ſome 
advantageous End to himſelf in the Advice. 
Was he then. ſelling out, as others were 
known to do? Sir Robert defies the hardieſt 
of his Enemies to prove it by creditable E- 
vidence, any otherwiſe than what the An- 
ſwer to the next Objection will diſcover; and 
that will elude all that Malice irſe]t can in- 
vent on that Head. | | 
Object. 3. That he bange in Shares at 4 
low Price, and ſold out at a higher. _ 
An. I ſuppoſe, what the ObjeQtors intend 
by this Objection, if they intend any thing 
of Moment againſt Sir Robert, is, that he 
bought in Shares when they were low, on 
| Purpoſe to carry them again to Market, and 
make Money of them, as was the Practice 
of moſt, both Committee- men and Aſſiſ- 
tants. Bur this is falſe in Fact: For though 
Sir Robert, by his Agent Mr. Lamb, did juſt 
before his defign'd Journey to foreign Parts, 
and that for his Health's Sake, purchaſe a 

great Number of Shares, and that too with 

a Proſpect of their riſing in Value; yet he 
never ſent any to Market for meer Lucre 


| 3 the . of others would have 
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Kept Pick f in Countenance if he had) but 
juſt as Neceſſity exacted it of him, in order 
to raiſe Money to pay in upon his Calls. 
And he had at the ſame time ſo good an 
Opinion of the situation of che Corporati- 
on's Affairs (for want perhaps of being in 
the Secret as many others were) that rather 
than part with more Shares by Sale, than 
the utmoſt Neceflity requir'd of him, he 
parted with an Annuity of 860 J. Value, to 
make up the Sum neceſſary to anſwer thoſe 


* Calls. This no prudent Man would have 


| done, chat had entertain'd the leaſt Notion 
for an ll Opinion of their prefent Conditi- 
Beſides, his great Number of Shares 
il unhappily I may fay, in his Poſſeſſion, 
are a convincing Proof of that his Belief 
and Integrity, and ſufficient to encounter the 
rougheſt Face of Braſs in any Oppoſer. 
Object. 4. That he always was a Fayourer | 
of Fhomjon and Robinſon. | 
' Anſ. Perhaps they only mean, That Sir 
Robert was of ſo fi angular a Temper, that 
he could not entertain an ill Opinion of any 
Man, till he had good Grounds for it; and 
then I ſhall not diſagree wich them. Bur 
| ir is not to be ſuppos'd but their Malice has 
a higher Tour. And yet if che Queſtion 
were aſſed any of cheſe an Whe⸗- 
| ther 
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ther he or win had not long entertaĩ nd the 


fame good Opinion of thoſe Men? they 
muſt condemn themſelves, and molt of their 
Actions, if they anſwer in the Negative. 
Compare their Behaviour with Sir Robert's, 
and it will clear the Point. So ſoon as any 
juſt Ground of Jealouſy was ſtarted, upon ac- 
count of Robinſons Balance, what does Sir 
Robert? Why, truly, he influences Robin- 
fon to give a Mortgage upon his Eſtate (and 
Shares, ſays one of the Examinants) to him 
in Truſt for the Corporation, to the Value 
of 14000 l. which was all Robinſom could give, 
and as much as Sir Robert (ſo far as he 
could then dive into the Matter) imagin'd 
him to be indebted. Sir Archibald Grant, 
and others, being perhaps more nearly in 
the Secret, follow that firſt Stroke of Sir Ro- 
bert, and get Robinſon afterwards to paſs a 
ſort of Security, in nubibus, to the further 
Value of 30000 J. Again, When Roß inſon 
and Thomſen were elop'd, and the Danger too 
X 2 let us compare Sir Robert's Con- 
& with that of any or all his Maligners. 
To detect the Villainy, and ſeize the Vil- 
lains, he not only makes immediate Appli- 
cation to the Secretary of State, but to ſeve- 
ral in Commiſſion of the Peace, for Search- 
Warrants to ep and ſeize the Raſcals Nay 
his 


% 
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his Dfligence does not ſtop there; but he 
ſends his Miſſives over to Paris and other 
Parts beyond Sea, and uſes all his utmoſt 
Intereſt, to have the Plunderers ſeiz d, and 


ſent over to juſtice. Is this Activity the 


Part of a criminal Accomplice? Or can 


any Soul, endu'd with the leaſt Share. of 
common Senſe, eſteem the Perſon that is 
actuated with ſuch Zeal and Vigour, a F a- 
vourer of either Robinſon or Thomſon? In 
Mort, the Quarrel ſeems to me to ariſe on- 
ly from this; that paſſionate ot ſplenetique 


Creatures not being able to prevail upon Sir 


Robert to precipitate into their own Chi- 
meæras (for at that Time they were little 


better) by way of Revenge would ſet up 
for Conjurers, and Billingſgate the Inadver- 


tent into an Opinion of their Foreſight. 


Though by the Examinations it plainly ap- 


pears, that as honeſt Gentlemen as any of em, 
of their own Society too, had no ill Qpini- 
on of Thomſon or Robinſon till they ran away, 


any more than Sir Robert Sutton. 


Object. 5. That he always fell in with the 


12 Meakurea. of thoſe who were the Horſe- 
Leaches of the Corporation. 


An. Or, as one of them very e 


ly, and like himſelf, ſays, He never knew 
1 bim to diſſent en Grant, Burroughs, or 


ec Squire: 3 
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er Fyuire : But that, as J ſaid before, wit 
notorioufly confronted by the Conceffion of a 
more Honourable Examinant. But beſides 
that, 1 have pfov'd; if a conſtant Accompas 
nying in their Committee, and not once diſ- 
ſenting from them in the ir Acts of moſt No- 
toriety, may be interpreted (and I cannot 
imagine what other Interpretationt hey can 
put upon it) a Coming into the Meaſures 

of thoſe Delinquents of theirs, not one of 
all the Committee or Aſſiſtant Complainants 
but have —.— often enough to ſilence 
themſelves, if they had common enn 
and to prove Sir Robert, in A 
Saint. Sir Robert's Vaffequency at chelr 
Meetings, which he could not but look up- 
on Himſelf as excusd from, and his not 
caring to involve himſelf in their (to him 
"ny V immomentous Cavils and Di. 
putes, might probably enough diſpoſe him 
beende Reſolutions; till ſuch Time as 
they eould, on one Side or the other; furniſh 
him with ſomewhat ſolid to ground upon; 
which never being done, one Party takes the 
Freedom to condemn him as a Favourer of 
Thomſon, and another has the 12 to 
tax him with falling into the Meaſures of 
the top Managers of their own Fraternity. 
And with equal Juſtice, I conceive; ſince I 
” may 


mat if Naber ever forfeited his Integrity, 
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may defy ull of them together, to prove 


by encouraging any Evil to the Corporation, 
if his own in ae to be men 90 
dither,” or any way. n nb 
Object. 6. That be never cxamin'd into 
the Pledge-Books. : | 

Az. Nor, it be had A as alten a as 
thay would ſeem to have had him, and laid 
apart the Sanction of his Original Stipula- 
tion, was: it” his | Buſineſs ſo to have. done. 
The Queſtion, indeed, was very properly 
put by the Honourable Committee of Par- 

liament to one of the. Aſſiſtant Examinants; 
How many times he had call d for the Pledge- 
Books? Who briſkly reply d in Integers,. one 
hundred Times at leaſt; and to which, I 
hope, I may have Leave to reply, If the one 
hundred Times had been doubled, be. had 

ſo far done but his Duty; although, ſome 
Conſequentials may demonſtrate him to have 
been very remiſs in other Parts. For a Con- 
-firmation-whereof, I muſt be pardon d, if I 
examine a little into the Caſe. By an Order 
of the 28th June 1726, it appears by the 
Report, p. 38. That the Accountant was or- 
der d to prepare, and lay before the Com- 
mittee, every Week, an Account of the 
TO that were boch to the Corporas 


tion; 


tion. On the 8h of July, p. 49, Thomſon, 
the Warehouſe-Keeper, Was rde d to pre- 
pare werkly Catalogues of the Goods, which 
from time to time became forfeited for want 
of Redemption. And at a Court of Com- 
mittee of the 3d of March, 1726, it was 
order'd, That the Committee of Accounts 
do enquire into all Pledges made to this Cor- 
poration; and that they make a Report, re- 
lating to the Redemptions of Goods remain- 
ing in the Warchouſes, with all Incidents 
attending the ſame. In obſervance of this 
Order (for I will not, in Deference to this 
Gentleman, preſume to give it the Term of 
Obedience) the Aſſiſtants ſtood engag'd to 
call for the Pledge-Books, from time to time, 
in order rightly to diſcharge themſelves. 
But the Report takes Notice, that this wm 

Order was never comply'd with; and, | 
haps, upon Examination, it will be und 
as near Truth as can be: Becauſe the ſame 
Committee of Accounts, {ſays the Report) 
without the Privity of a Court of Com- 
mittee, made an After-Order, and that very 
foon too, Thar it ſhould appear upon each 
Certificate where the Pledge was lodg'd. 
What a Cart-Load of Enquiries would theſs 
chree Orders, and the Proceedings (or ra- 
nw the Non-Proverdings) thereupon, fur- 

M niſh 
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niſh a curious and inquiſitive Committee 
upon this Briarean-tongu d Aſſiſtant ! Would 
they not be apt to alk; Sir, As it was ap- 
parently your Duty to make the Enquiries 
and Reports, as order'd, and that weekly, 
and not immediately any Part of the Buſi- 
neſs of Sir Robert, even if he had been ob- 
lig d to a conſtant Attendance; Why this 
Endeavour to raiſe a Duſt upon him? Why 
did you not, as often as you demanded the 
Pledge- Book, acquaint or report to the 
Court of Committee the Refuſal? Or, upon 
their Laughter, as you ſay, enter your Pro- 
reſt? But I am afraid, ſhould the ſame Ho- 
nourable Examiners aſk you, upon whom 
you made that Demand, you would be as 
much at a Loſs that Way: For, by your 
own Books, it will appear, that Warinright, 
Inſtead of Thomſon, had been order'd and 
appointed to lay thoſe weekly Accounts be- 
fore you; till you, who never, as you your- 
{elf ſay, countenanc'd any thing irregular, 
without the Privity of your own Committee, - 
as the Honourable Committee of Parlia- 
ment very well takes Notice, paſsd an Or- 
der, That the Pledges, and in what Places 
depoſited, ſhould appear upon the Certifi- 
cates. But, Sir, Did you never ſign a Cer- 
tißcate, where even * Part of your own 
| Order 
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Order was not diſpenſed with? Or rather, 
Did you ever purſuit it? Or, once for all, 
Can you produce one Certificate, that was 
ever by that naughty Gentleman, Sir Robert 
Sutton, ſo ſign'd, or fo authenticated? No! 
He defies you, and all your Aſſiſtants, of 
both Sorts, nominal and perſonal, to ſay or 
prove it. I perſuade myſelf, had he fer his 
Hand to any thing of that Nature, his Senſe 
as well as his Integrity, would have enforc'd 
him to have taken Care that he had ſufficient 
Vouchers for what he did: Nor would he 
have pretended to make his own bare-fac'd 
Neglect an Authority for accufing or vili- 
fying others, upon that or any other Ac- 
- count whatſoever. Such are the Objecti- 
ons; and a Man would be apt to wonder 
Malice could invent fo many. I hope, how- 
ever, they are anſwer d ſatisfactorily: But if 
my Hopes ſhould, with ſome prejudic'd Per- 
ſons, be deem'd abortive, I muſt, like a 
Bill in Chancery, conclude "with a Prayer to 
add and amend as Occafion ſhall offer. Yet 
J cannot but ſay, I pity with all my Soul 
the unhappy Orphans, if thete be any; ot 
indeed all ſuch as were not the immediate 
Martyrs of their own Mammon and Ava- 
rice. Nay I could be content, or even glad, 
IK all choſe deſigning and trieking Sweet- 
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ners, who, under a View of their own Self. 
Intereſt, drew in and betray'd the Unwary, 
ſhould be treated as common Sharpers: But 
then I would provide, that Invention 
ſhould not paſs for Evidence, nor Spleen 
nor Envy be allow'd ſufficient Authority for 
Conviction. That Villainies have been de- 
hgn'd, and perpetrated, no Man in his Sen- 
ſes can doubt: Or. if a Perſon of that Diffi- 
dence can be found, let him read intenſely, 
as I have done, the Examinations taken be- 
fore the Committee of Parliament, and he 
will ſoon be of another Opinion. Yet ſure 
it would be an out-o'th'-way ſort of Argu- 
ing; that becauſe ſome were guilty, all 
muſt be ſo. Let Men make uſe of Reaſon, 
and their diſtinguiſhing Faculties, and they 
will eaſily agree; that it muſt be an odd 
Way of puniſhing the Guilty, by involving 
the Innocent; or to ſhower upon Inadver- 
tencies the Demerits of Crimes. By one, 
that I was thus under Argument with, I was 
told, That a Man's being Rich was ſuffici- 
Ent to make him Guilty, where the Proſe- 
cutors were numerous and had Purſes ; and 
that opening a Vein was frequently found 
conducive to Health. I anſwer'd him, 
That many of the Roman Emperors, indeed, 
were of that Opinion; and to be rich was, 


in 
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their Senſe, a certain Badge of High Treaſon: 
Nevertheleſs, to the beſt of my Remem- 
brance, no Part of their Hiſtory affords us 
any Inſtance, that ever the Roman People 
prey'd upon their Plebeian Fellowſhip in a- 
ny like Manner. The Proſcriptions of Sy/la, 
Marius, and Anthony, were every one the 
| Reſult of Anarchy and Confuſion; and ex- 
acted the Deteſtation of all chat was ſober 
or conſiderate. Shall an Engliſb People then 
aſſume the Tyranny of thoſe monſtrous Em- 
perors, and doom their Fellow - Subjects, 
ſaid I, however innocent, to the Gemoniz 
or Oſtraciſin, becauſe they are reputed weal- 
thy? Heav'n forbid! Or, at leaſt, Heav'n 
be prais'd that we are bleſt with another 
ſort of Conſtitution! Our Tryals per Pares 
give every Subject a Sanction to his Proper- 
ty; and the Wiſdom of the Nation, com- 
pos d of King, Lords, and Commons, will 
diſdain to have it alledg'd, that any Subject 
under their Protection ever ſuffer d, where 
no other Crime could be urg'd than that he 
was thought too rich. Splenetick Wretches 
may have other Views, and flatter them- 
ſelves, that their own Inventions, and vain 
Surmiſes ſhall be ſufficient to condemn , 
without Evidence according to Law, or 


without being confronted by . the Teſtimo- 
nies 
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_ nies of Men of undeniable Reputation and 


Probiry : But they will find themſelves miſ- 


taken; and for want of Proper Requiſits to 
eounter - balance Integrity and Character, 


their tumid Expectations will prove like 
gaudy Bubbles in the Air, flattering, but 


Mort-livd, and empty. This, without the 
Sift of Prophecy, I dare read to be the 


Fare of the Enemies of Sir Robert Sutton ; 
whoſe Integrity has not, that I can ſve, 
through all the Examinations been onee ma- 


_ eerially impeach'd; and whoſe Impeachment 


therefore 1 now ſpeak of his Oppoſers) if 
il depend on a like Meaſure of Probity, 


— and Chriſtianity, muſt, on the 


Foot of their own Confeſſions, ine vitably 


precede, and lead the Way, with juſtice at 
the Heels of it, to the moſt ſtupendous 
Cenſure (if ever Sir b Robert ſhould fall un- 
der the Misfortune they wiſh and labour at) 
that in my Opinion ever pafs'd on any Man ; 
if the ſubſequent Heads, which I ſubmir” W 


Proof, be Fact. 


© Pirft, That he was, in the Year 1725, 
drawn in by a Pair of Corporative Sweerners, 
Second, That on Entrance, and frequently 
after, he ſtipulated and declar d, he neither 
could, nor would, be oblig'd to attend the 
ordinary Bufineſs of the Corporation. 
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Third, That under the Appointment of a 
Committee of Accounts, which was upon 
his firſt Entrance, he perſuaded himſelf, he 

might hold himſelf both ſecure, and eaſy, 
being moſt of em Perſons that Way vers d, 

and therefore his own Inactivity would be 
no way inconſiſtent with the general Good. 

Fourth, That when the Shares, forfeited 
for want of Payment of their proper Calls, 
were by Order of Court divided among the 
Proprietors, and he receiv'd his Proportion 
wich others, he, contrary to the Uſage of 
_ Others, reſtor d, upon Application to him 
by the Forfeitees, all ſuch Shares without 
any Advantage or Deduction. 

. Fifth, That he never fold out any Shares 
for mere Traffick or Lucre, nor upon any 
other Account than to raiſe Money to pay 
in his neceſſary Calls: And even then, ſo 

good an Opinion had he of its Likelyhood 
to anſwer, that rather than part with fo. 
many Shares as were requiſite to make up 
his wanted Sum, he diſpos'd of an Annuity 
of 800 I. Value; which no Man, in his 
Wits, would have done, that had any Ap- 
ander of Danger or Damage. 

Sixth, That when the coyn'd Notes (as the 
Report ſtiles em) were burnt and deſtroy d, 

it was on his firſt Motion, and ſtrenuous 
| Inſiſt- 
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| Infiting upon it; nor could he reſt fatichy'd, 
ill he had-deliver'd them into the Flames 
with his own Hands. 
Seventh, That ſo ſoon as he found good 
Grounds ro apprehend, that Robinſon was 
any thing conſiderably indebted to the Cor- 
poration, he influenc'd him to make over 
his Eſtate to him, in Truſt, for the Security 
of the Corporation, to the Value of 14,000 l 
which, as he then apprehended, was more 
than Robinſon could owe them. 
_ Eighth, That altho' he had promis'd 
| Robinſon 5, ooo l. Bonds, to ſupport his Cre- 
dit, on which, at that Time, he imagin'd 
the Credit of the Corporation in ſome Mea- 
ſure to be dependent; yet, upon the Execu- 
tion of the Mortgage, he inclin'd to ſuſpend 
the Delivery of the ſaid Bonds for ſome 
little longer Space: But he was over-rul'd. 
| Ninth, That notwithſtanding he had at 
firſt ſtipulated for his Non-Attendance, the 
Committee always experienc'd him ready 
to aſſiſt in every thing for the common 
Good; and a General Court once order'd 
him their publick Thanks for . good 
Services. / 
Tenth, Thar knowing the Main of. their 
Affairs was left to the Care of a Commitee 
of Accounts, he Was, from the Beginning, 
bur 
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but little among them. Nevertheleſs he all 
along took care to avoid ſigning any Cer- 
tifcate on Pledges, leaving chat Affair en- 
tirely to thoſe who had taken the Manage- 
ment upon them. 

Eleventh, That if ever he had been too 
ſanguine, he had been deluded into it, by a 
too good Opinion, that he had to do with 
none but Men of Religion like himſelf. 

Twelfth, That, nevertheleſs, when the 
Alarm was taken by the Running away of 
Thomſon and Robinſon, he exceeded in In- 
duſtry and Diligence, any, or all, both 
Committee and Aſſiſtants, for detecting the 
Villainy, and ſecuring the Villains, in order 
to bring em to juſtice. And if he did de- 
cline coming into the, Meaſures of ſome, 


for the ſtopping the "og as they call'd 
it, in Parliament, by the Advance of 5, ooo. 
ic muſt be allow'd to be an Argument, 
That as he had done no Ill, wittingly, he 
apprehended no Danger; and therefore 
choſe entirely to depend upon his own In- 
die and n 
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PPENDIXES are certainly very 
uſeful Things ; and therefore I chooſe 
to make this, even when a modeſt Man 
would be inclinable to aver there was no 
| Occaſion for it. They are like the Nota 
Benes in a Writing, or a Poſtſcript in a 
Letter, which ever ought to be attended 
with ſomewhat very remarkable, Withouc 
wondering then, as many have done, how 
ſuch a Charge could be laid at the Door 
of Sir Roßert Sutton, on ſuch poor and 
Mender Evidence, and the Whole of it ſuch 
as no Jury in Nature could have found a 
Bill upon; 1 ſhall crave Leave to make a 
few Obſervations, which his Inventory, juſt 
now publiſh'd, has furniſh'd me with, after 
my Apology was gone to the Preſs, and 
near wrought off. And I would obſerve, 
Pirft, That there is no Room for diſ- 
puting the Vauany and Fairneſs, or Ful- 


neſs 
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neſs of that Particular or Inventory; which, 
. conſequently, muſt be attended with a new 
- Diſappointment to the Pack of Gentlemen 
Proprietors, that were in full Cry, tho on 
a falſe Scent, willing to make themſelyes | 
whole by any Means, and in any Manner; 
fince they will be as little able to prove 
him guilty of falſe Swearing, as they have 
done of falſe Dealing. 

Secondly, That tho Sir Robert Sutton, in 
the Beginning of it, appears in an Attitude 
that might command Tenderneſs from any 
Creature endu'd with common Humanity, 
his Eſtate will appear not anſwerable to 
their greedy Imaginations, and therefore far 
from ſufficient to glut their rapacious Ex- 
pectations, were they to have the full Swing 
they have. flatter'd themſelves with. 

Thirdly, That noPart of this can be faid 
to be any borrow'd Feathers of the Corpora- 

tion, or the Purchaſe of any Spoils of Ini- 
quity. For notwithſtanding Merit might; 
without a Bluſh, have rais'd him to an 
ampler Station, his over- thrifty Planets have 
ſunk his Fortune, in chis fatal Undertaking, 
beneath the Affluence they before found him, 

Fourthly, That his Account, in his Cor- 
porative Capacity, makes it evident, that 
thro" all the pretended Advantages laid 
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to his Charge Yo buying and {fling of 
Shares, he will at laſt be a great Loſer; 


Which, of itſelf, if they had any Shame in 
em, were enough to confound-all his Ene- 


mies, and put the whole ne and Cry out 
of Countenance. 

Fifthly, That in common Reaſon and 
Juſtice, his own Innocence ag to what he 


is accus'd of, and the Malignity of his evil- 


diſpos d Purſuers, ought. to engage every 
Perſon of Temper or Humanity in his 


F avour; fince no Man can. foreſee his own 


Fate, if Maleyolence is to be allow'd as 
Evidence, or a Confidence miſplac'd ſhould 
be .prgjudicated criminal enough for Con- 
demnation.. In ſhort, there is ſuch a con- 
tinued Series of Honeſty and Integrity runs 
thro' the Whole Examination, I mean, as 
well as Inventory, thar, I am apt to think, 
muſt move every Perſon of any Conſidera 

tion to confeſs, that Sir Robert Sutton has 


not met with that favourable Uſage that an 


nonelt Man might lay Claim to. What a 


Glory would it be to the Engliſh Nation, 


ſhould a meritorious Member of it, and an 
Ornament to it, fall a Victim t Malice, 
Cavil, and Hearſay? | 
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